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Editorial

By RW Bro Richard Dawes

A time for
housekeeping?
Summer is waning and autumn approaches. Perhaps this is a time to
review our lives – and our lodges. We can review different facets of our
lives and we can welcome the opportunity or reject that opportunity.

I

f we do not review our lives and the
way that we live them we are, to a
degree, lying to ourselves. Lying to
ourselves is an exercise in futility. Every
life is open to improvement and self-improvement is a journey, not a destination.
The same is true of every lodge.
Every lodge can improve. Every lodge.
Sometimes our loyalty may prevent us
from realistically examining our lodge.
Many masons will be reluctant to criticise
their lodge. We hear platitudes in the
South as a speaker congratulates a lodge
on the ‘superb quality’ of their work
while everybody knows that it could have
been done a lot better. And yet, at the
back of our minds there exists a lurking
feeling that the lodge should have done a
lot better – but then again what was done
represents the ‘new’ lower standard that
characterises the lodge.
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Somebody has said that, ‘Every lodge
should re-invent itself at 60-year intervals.’
The speaker expanded the idea by saying
that many lodges enter a period of stagnation and should either hand in their
charter or adopt a plan of radical change.
If this sounds pretty severe consider
that no organisation remains stationary:
it either improves or deteriorates.
Currently the average lodge in our
jurisdiction has a membership of about
32. The average age is in the seventies.

When the word ‘plan’ is mentioned
an audience nods piously and then
frequently forgets whatever was said.
But in these days of sparse numbers of
brethren we must plan for a future where
we may not have enough members to fill
the offices and serve on the committees
that are tasked to do everything that
Grand Lodge promotes.
It’s a matter of planning and allocating what resources we have to tackle the
priorities that will safeguard the future
of our lodge.
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...no organisation
remains stationary...

We need to examine the skills within our
lodge. Do we have the skills and energy to
manage our lodge so that we can provide
our brethren with an experience that
THEY will describe as excellent? Do we
have plans to guide us into the future or
do we believe that if we do nothing some
magic wand will be waved and ‘all will be
right’?

Get your own!
Are you borrowing someone else’s copy of the Freemason?
Did you know that you can receive your very own copies
delivered to your door without being a mason?
For only $21 (or $26 overseas) per year, enjoy a four-issue subscription
– just get in touch with the Secretary of the Freemason magazine by
calling (02) 9284 2800 or by emailing freemason@masons.org.au.
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Quarterly Communication

DECEMBER
COMMUNICATION
The Grand Master, MW Bro Derek Robson AM, in welcoming
members and visitors to the December Quarterly
Communication said that ‘Tonight completes a very busy
year where much has been achieved on your behalf.’

T

onight’s address acknowledges
all those who have made these
achievements possible and who
continue to strive to improve
upon the experience of the Craft.

I acknowledge the members of the
Board of Management. Under Chairman
RW Bro Les Hicks, the Board is working
hard to provide us with stable governance, it is working hard to manage our

OUR NEXT

COMMUNICATION
The Grand Lodge Quarterly
Communication will be held at
the Sydney Masonic Centre on
Wednesday 11 March 2020
starting at 7.30pm.
The Communication is open to
all members of Grand Lodge,
which includes all Master Masons.
The Grand Master extends an
invitation to all other brethren
to attend as observers.
A live video stream of the
Communication will be shown at a
number of regional Masonic Centres.
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affairs with deliberate care, and it is
working to make the difference that we
would expect. The Board will be finalising some Instructional programs for
Lodge Officers in the New Year and it
will also manage the newly formulated
Loans program, recently approved by the
Executive Council, whereby funds will be
made available to enhance the standard
and standing of our lodge buildings. It is
well recognised that our buildings were
erected for masonic purposes, but if we
are ever to be able to maintain them in
the future, we have to recognise that they
need to be commercially attractive.
I am very pleased to acknowledge the
efforts of the Grand Master’s Task Team
which continues to work closely with
the Board of Management to identify
shortcomings, promote subtle change,
and work towards both raising and then
maintaining a stronger sense of pride
within our membership, our lodges and
our buildings.

I thank every one
of you who has had
anything to do with
the positive state
of our Craft.

The Grand Master’s Task Team has
been of enormous benefit to many hall
committees in our jurisdiction, including Narromine, Wauchope, Moree,
Belmont, Mosman, Ballina, Moruya,
Wagga Wagga, Dubbo, Cessnock, Geurie,
Parkes and West Wyalong. It has had
direct contact with over 80 lodges and
has provided them with signs and
banners which are used to promote
their activities. It has provided 16 Lodge
Centres with the illuminated LED
Square and Compasses, three other
Centres have benefitted through new
signage, and both West Wyalong and
Narromine have been restored through
considerable attention to their paint and
building maintenance. Seven other
Masonic Centres have been offered
advice and guidance on Trustee issues
and over 400 masons have attended the
new Mentor Training Program which
gives us a more contemporary attitude
toward our newer members and also
offers some basic mediating skills to
solve many of the generational misunderstandings that occur in lodges.
The Grand Master’s Task Team has the
advantage that it can work at a handson level to make a real and sustainable
difference, while always being answer
able to the Board of Management for
any resources or approvals.
Brethren, I acknowledge our Past
Grand Masters, and in reflecting on what
each has achieved over the years, I
encourage you to visit the Museum of
Freemasonry and pause in front of their
portraits which will surely evoke memories of individuality, values, friendship,
leadership, courage, example, endurance
and commitment among others. Our Past
Grand Masters continue to provide wise
counsel, their advice is always welcomed
and appreciated, and they are revered by
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us all. May the Great Architect watch
over them and bring each of them the
best of health outcomes.
Brethren, the importance of Charity
to us as Freemasons can never be underestimated, and as proudly announced at
our last Communication, this year’s
Masonicare ‘One Brother to Another’
Benevolence Pin fundraising campaign
raised over $12,000. It is important that
we each remember the Obligation in
our First Degree as the Benevolence
program directly follows that theme.
The Board thanks all those who contributed to this most worthwhile program.
The Masonicare Board is likewise
grateful to those lodges who have
emailed in photos and stories covering
their fundraising events. The inclusion
of this material on our website, in the
Masonicare Minute newsletter, and
indeed in your magazine The Freemason,
keeps us all up to date with all your
charitable events. Importantly, it provides a meaningful example of our
activities for any prospective members,
and our local communities.
I am also pleased to note that lodges,
when managing their interACTION
Grant applications, are making a concerted effort to involve their local communities in the actual fundraising, as
well as the receipt of the matched funds.
This community involvement at every
stage greatly enhances our fraternity in
their eyes, and clearly demonstrates our
commitment and support of their
causes.
Many of us have of course been
directly affected by the massive bushfires we have endured of late. Our
thoughts are with all those who have
been involved in actual firefighting,
those who have lost property and all
those who have suffered financially
through these tragic events. As masons,
and as Australians, we stand together.
It is important that we acknowledge
all those in our broad masonic family
who have suffered any loss or sadness in
recent times, and it is equally important
that we continue to support those who
grieve and are supporting loved ones.
As I noted earlier, this has been a
particularly busy year for the Craft generally. With purposeful effort from the
Grand Master’s Task Team, we have
worked hard to bring us all closer
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together, and many of our lodges are now
able to reflect on the commitment this
Grand Lodge has made to their activity,
and be grateful for the kudos this effort
has brought to them and their community. There is no doubt that my ‘All of One
Company’ thrust has been a major plank
in the rebuilding of our trust and this is
clearly borne out by our membership
retention figures.
Brethren, as I have often said,
Freemasonry is alive – and it is exciting.
And please be assured, brethren, my
team will continue to build on this
model to the benefit of us all.
I am immensely proud of what we
have already achieved, and the fact that
this Grand Lodge is now openly putting
itself out there and offering assistance
to individual lodges so that we can
strengthen their presence and hence
extend the coverage of Freemasonry
right across our jurisdiction, is a clear
example of what can be achieved if we
all commit to this positive process.
To achieve as we have this year, we
clearly need the support of many. There
is the small team of very industrious
and committed Regional Grand
Counsellors who are setting a wonderful
example as they involve our lodges and
brethren in all that is good in the Craft.
Similarly, the District Grand Inspectors
of Working are doing a wonderful job
improving our circumstances in their
areas of influence, and I congratulate
each of them for the way they manage
and solve the many challenges that
come before them. The Grand Director
of Ceremonies and the Grand Lodge
Ceremonial Team do so much to
promote Freemasonry as they travel
enormous distances to support the
Grand Master and the Leadership Team,
and they attract much appreciative
comment as they represent us in every
community. Brethren, all of those I have
mentioned are totally committed to
your lodges and I am sure that you
appreciate their wonderful support.
There are those in the Grand
Secretariat who manage our records and
our heritage, and those who have stepped
up to improve our communications.
There are the staff of the Sydney
Masonic Centre who are all committed
to maintaining the dignity and the physical presence of this wonderful building,

and we applaud the management, the
chefs, wait staff, support crews and the
cleaners who contribute so much
toward the state of the Sydney Masonic
Centre and make it a venue that attracts
so many of our business colleagues. I
also acknowledge the Grand Treasurer
and the SMC Finance Department, for
the positive state of our end-of-year
financial results and considering that
the Centre was closed for half of the
year to allow for the replacement of the
air-conditioning, they have presented a
particularly pleasing balance sheet.
And finally, I thank every one of you
who has had anything to do with the
positive state of our Craft.
As we near the end of the year and
the festive season approaches, I trust
that whatever your personal beliefs, you
are able to support all that which is dear
to you. I trust you can involve yourselves
in all the religious and family traditions
that shape you as an individual, and I
trust the Great Architect will strengthen
you through that involvement.
At this time of the year, I ask that you
always spare a thought for those less
fortunate. Please think of those who are
not in the best of health, and particularly think of our lodge widows, and
those who are not able to be with family
at this time.
Finally, I thank you most sincerely for
your continued loyalty and support of
the ideals and tenets of the Craft. I ask
that wherever you are and whatever you
do, you do it with Integrity, Loyalty and
Respect.

WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?
We’re looking for past Rainbow
Girls to help celebrate 90 years by sharing
their photos and stories, so if you know of any
past members, please pass on our details!
We want them to know they will be thought of at
our Wonderful World of Rainbow event.
The event starts at 2.30pm, 16 May 2020
at the Grand Lodge, 254 North Terrace, Adelaide.
Dinner and entertainment to follow.
This is an open meeting and we extend an
invitation to all! Please phone: 0417 082 631
or email: rainbowaus90@gmail.com
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GM’s Bushfire Appeal

Lodge Cessnock
Lodge Cessnock has kindly donated
$1,500 to the GM’s Disaster Relief
Appeal. They have also held a meeting
and formed a committee to organise
more assistance.

Lodge Queanbeyan
St Andrew
Lodge Queanbeyan St Andrew opened
their doors to provide relief for travellers
and fire personnel. They also held a
meeting and formed a committee to
organise more assistance for the GM’s
Disaster Relief Appeal. These are some
of their initiatives:

GM’s Appeal
generates
widespread
generosity
If we want to make a real difference in times of great
need we must maintain our focus and the Grand
Master’s Appeal is exactly what is needed.

A

focus whereby we are of one
mind, one effort and inevitably going to experience one
great result.

It is tempting to apply our enthusiasm to local or ancillary issues rather
than the Grand Master’s Appeal. This
can be self-defeating. By supporting the
Appeal we can be certain that all the
money that we raise goes to the people
in need. We can also ensure that administrative costs are kept to a minimum or
eliminated entirely.

6
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Rudyard Kipling said it well, ’The
strength of the pack is the wolf; and the
strength of the wolf is the pack!’ If we
work together and do not dilute our
effort, the Grand Master’s Appeal will be
a resounding success. Let’s keep up the
good work!
The Grand Master’s Appeal is a longterm effort; we want to hear your stories
and we want to print them in future
issues of the Freemason to encourage
others in the Craft.

R Queanbeyan Masonic Centre (QMC)
was opened over the weekend as an
emergency respite centre. Drinks and
food were put on for evacuees and
firefighters. This was also extended
to locals and those in the evacuation
centre who didn’t have air conditioning and needed a place to get out of
the heat.
R Members of the lodge reached out to
the local council, Blazeaid and non
profit organisations such as Vinnies
and Red Cross to offer the lodge
building as a distribution, staging
and coordination point and source
of temporary storage for donations
should it be required if their current
facilities were not able to cope.
R Lodge members visited the
Queanbeyan showgrounds to offer
support for evacuees that have made
camp there.
R The lodge has also formed a plan to
source its meals for the year (whenever possible) from the local towns,
such as Braidwood, to enable commerce to be injected back into towns
impacted not only by fire but also to
support those who have lost substantial business through reduction of
travellers passing through the town.
R The lodge has made an event to
go out to Braidwood on Saturday,
18 January with lodge members and
community members to go shopping
in the town and inject some of the
lost business back into the town.
R Lastly, the lodge is in the process of
putting on a disaster relief variety
show in Queanbeyan to support local
response charities with the help of
Dramatic Productions.
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DeMolay Blacktown
Phoenix Chapter
The Blacktown Phoenix Chapter Order of
DeMolay together with the Cumberland
Chapter of the International Rainbow for
Girls have had a Charity BBQ at Blacktown International Sports Centre along
with a tree planting fundraising. They
will be donating $2,000 to the Grand
Master’s Disaster Relief Appeal.

Lodge Jose Rizal
Lodge Jose Rizal recently held a management meeting and has pledged
$3,000 of its share from District 25/25a
Charity BBQ.

Support the Grand Master’s

Disaster Relief Appeal!
The best way to contribute financially to
the Disaster Relief fund is via the Masonicare
donate page at www.masonicare.org.au/donate.
A tax deduction receipt for all donations of $2
or more will be automatically provided to you.

Make your donations at: www.masonicare.org.au/donate

Lodge Warragamba
The Worshipful Master of Lodge
Warragamba, W Bro Adrian Wall and
brethren from District 26 arranged a
collection of goods during the Christmas
period and after the New Year at
Orchard Hills Masonic Centre.

Working bee for
RFS Volunteers
Brothers Dean Colwill and Phil Klein
have been very busy lately assisting
with the current bushfire crisis as volunteer firefighters.
Lodge Ethos and Lodge Gowrie of
Canberra are pulling together some
working bees to support these brethren
by undertaking work around their respective homes that they haven’t been able
to do themselves due to their fire fighting duties.
The lodges have been made aware that
Bro Colwill has been undertaking some

The GM visiting Braidwood with a group of
brethren from Lodge Queanbeyan St Andrew

St George Masonic Centre for lease or hire today!

The historic St George Masonic lodge room and
dining room facilities are now available for hire.
p Accommodates 100 guests p Disability access compliant
p Catering options available
p Modern air-conditioning
p Competitive rates
p Off-street parking
* 20% discount applies to all bookings made for dates in 2020

Contact patrick@wpsa.org.au or 02 9556 1537 | Located at 480 Forest Rd Bexley

www.masons.org.au
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GM’s Bushfire Appeal
landscape renovations and has been
unable to complete this work. Brethren
from Lodge Ethos and Lodge Gowrie of
Canberra attended the home of Bro
Colwill last Saturday afternoon to assist
in various tasks.
‘Thank you for volunteering. It truly
affirms my faith in the Freemason principle of charity, and I want you to know I
am appreciative of your offer of service.
I’m glad we were able to assist our
brother, but also show his wife the type of
community that her husband has joined.’
Brother Buckley’s motivation was to
say thank you to those who have done
so much for others. With that aim he
has also approached the Rural Fire
Service to offer similar support to
members of the RFS who may not be
able to attend to their own homes.

GM helps Braidwood
A large group of Lodge Queanbeyan
St Andrew brethren, accompanied by

What’s on

EVENTS AND NOTICES
Lodge Mayfield Daylight No 493

WHAT’S ON

Calling Newcastle masons
Newcastle’s only daylight lodge
welcomes masons unavailable for or
cautious about night-time meetings!
2nd Tuesday of every month.
Tyling at 9:30am. Lunch $10.
New Lambton Masonic Centre.
For details call 02 4968 4511.

International Order of the Rainbow for Girls

Meeting invitation

MW Bro Derek Robson AM, paid an
impromptu visit to the small country
town of Braidwood in order to assist in
the financial recovery of the township.
Several members of Lodge of Truth
were there to thank the brethren and
ladies for their efforts and for their
kindness. There are many ways that we
can assist our members and the communities affected by the recent disasters. The local shopkeepers were very
appreciative and thanked all concerned
for their efforts.

Lodge Woronora
Lodge Woronora held a fundraising on
Friday 17 January in Oatley in support
of the Grand Master’s Disaster Relief
Appeal.

A steady stream of masons, friends
and family, along with shoppers from
the nearby Mawson Shopping Centre
attended and enjoyed the sausage sizzle
in support of the GM’s appeal.
One unattached mason who did not
drive at night was delighted to learn of
the creation of a new daylight lodge. His
affiliation papers were signed on the
day. Others showed interest in joining
and we may just get a few new members
from this day.
Donations from masons in terms of
all drinks, BBQ supplies, sausages and
loaves of bread ensured that we maximised the takings for the day.

GM’s Disaster Relief
Canberra fundraising

Lodge Caledonia of Canberra had
determined that the proceeds of the
raffle and Alms collected at its Burns
Night, coupled with set-aside funds,
would be donated to the Grand Master’s
Disaster Relief Appeal.

The first of the Masonic Action Days
at the Canberra Masonic Centre in
support of the Grand Master’s Disaster
Relief Appeal took place on Saturday,
25 January.

Other Canberra lodges have also
made arrangements to organise donations to assist the appeal. Individuals
made their own donations via the
website on the day.

Activities included a fundraising BBQ
along with tours of the lodge. It was a
great opportunity to meet masons, to
learn about Freemasonry and its role in
the community.

Upcoming events

Volunteers from many lodges
accepted the challenge of manning the
various ‘stations’ between 10 and 2. The
Grand Master and his partner Gael were
in attendance and supporting the event.

Look for these upcoming fundraising
efforts in support of the GM’s appeal:
R HARDEN: Autumn Market Day and
Fundraiser – Saturday 9 May 2020 at
Harden Masonic Centre.
R CESSNOCK: Freemasons Park
Dedication and Fundraising dinner
– Saturday 13 June 2020.

The International Rainbow Girls now
meet at the OES Hall, 23 Railway St,
Wentworthville.
3rd Friday of each month at 7.00 pm
For further details please phone
Talese on: 0401 213 800
or email: talese_s@hotmail.com
Bathurst District Freemasons

175 Year Celebration

All masons are invited to celebrate 175
years of Freemasonry in Bathurst with
a gala ball alongside other events.
Saturday 5 December, 2020
Costs and details to be confirmed.
Contact Chris Tillott on: 0437 768 603
or email: yetam@skymesh.com.au
List your event or notice here!
freemason@apmgraphics.com.au
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The Grand Master joined many masons and
guests in Canberra to raise money for his appeal
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No laughing matter

By W Bro Stephen Dally

Humour in troubled times
Modern historians believe the prehistoric paintings and drawing on caves are really moving
pictures. More to the point they could well be early cartoons depicting hunting and telling
a story of life in cartoon form.

W

hat is a cartoon? A sketch
or drawing that can be
humorous, as in a newspaper or a periodical,
symbolising or satirising some action or
political figure. WWI produced a large
number of cartoonists whose works
were published in Punch, The Illustrated
London News and other newspapers.

Bruce Bairnsfather’s
‘Old Bill’ character
was an enduring
favourite.

Bruce Bairnsfather, often described as
the man who won the war, was born in
India where his father was serving in the
British Army and educated in England. In
1914 he was commissioned in the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment. During the
second battle of Ypres he was badly
wounded, and after recovering served
at 34 Division in Salisbury where he

introduced readers of The Bystander magazine to his character ‘Old Bill’ and his
complaining young Private. It appears
that in 1914 there was a conservative
crowd who felt that Old Bill was vulgar,
yet Old Bill was tremendously popular
with the troops as Bluey and Curly were
in WWII with Australian Diggers.
Bairnsfather was posted as a captain to
the War Office to draw cartoons for Allies.
Following the war he continue as a cartoonist and in WWII worked for the
American Stars and Stripes.
Australian cartoonists contributed to
Australian papers and one outstanding
artist was William Henry Dyson, better
known as Will Dyson. Dyson was born
at Ballarat, Victoria, and was accepted by
the Bulletin as an artist when he was 21.
He later drew illustrations for brother
Edward’s work ‘fact’ry Ands. In 1915 he
became the first Australian Official War
Artist at the Front but was not concerned
in finding safe places to sketch and in
1917 was wounded twice. In 1919
Dyson published a cartoon Peace and
Future Cannon Fodder that showed he
had a sense of the future. Dyson died
of a heart disease in 1938.
The two publications, sadly now out
of print, were The Illustrated London News
and Punch, both contributing important
cartoons in WWI. The Illustrated London
News appeared on 14 May 1842, founded
by Herbert Ingram. It printed wood
engravings of social and current events
and the magazine’s popularity out-sold
any other similar publication. Many
cartoonists worked for the magazine
including Frank Reynolds, GH Davis and
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A 1919 cartoon from Punch criticising the absence of the USA from the League of Nations

Samuel Begg. The ILN, unlike the editor
of Punch, entered the war with pictorial
enthusiasm, publishing photographs of
German behaviour in Belgium and at
sea! Notable artists who also worked for
the News during WWI were Amedee
Forester, Frederick Villiers and Richard
Carton Woodville.
Punch was founded in 1841 by Henry
Mayhew and engraver Ebenezer Landells.
It was also subtitled The London Charivari
as the style of the new publication was
going to be humorous and satirical like
the French paper Le Charivar. Punch was
the first paper to coin the word ‘cartoon’
when in 1843 it was suggested the House
of Commons should be decorated with
murals and cartoons.
Cartoons at that time were a finished
sketch on cardboard from the Italian
‘cartonein.’ Punch used the word to
describe its political cartoons and the
word quickly became popular. Artists
who contributed to early Punch included
Charles Dickens, Richard Doyle and John
Tenniel. When war was declared with
Germany the editor of Punch, Sir Owen
Seaman, felt that the publication should
be closed until after the war! A friend
changed his mind and Punch became an
enthusiastic supporter of British War
aims. Punch believed comedy should be
employed in a cathartic role against the
tension, fear and grief caused by the
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fighting. Artists who contributed to Punch
used slang and at times depicted those
not in uniform as yokels or factory
workers. Men in uniform were quite
often depicted as virile and the best of

Punch was the first
paper to coin the
word ‘cartoon’...

Peace and Future Cannon Fodder

the British people. Both Punch and The
Illustrated London News supported the
idea of Britain as a unified country proud
of its patriotism, vitality and influence.
The argument about WWI cartoons
and possible pictures in later wars is that
cartoons in war are designed for propaganda or morale boosting for the people
at home. Apart from Punch and The
Illustrated London News, British dailies or
monthlies pushed the propaganda and
morale theme and no doubt in the latter
progress of WWI, propaganda and morale
boosting was not only important for the
public but also for the troops in the
Western Front and the Middle East.

Not happy with your current strata management company?
It’s easier than you might think to change to a professional,
proactive strata company like Mason Strata Management!

Call to find out how – just 3 easy steps.
Quote this ad and the swap-over is risk free! We are so
confident in our service that we offer you the first three months
of strata management free!* That’s our service guarantee.
*Offer includes management fee only and will be rebated after 90 days.

Call John
Baylouni

 1300 770 598

 john@masonstratamanagement.com.au |  www.masonstratamanagement.com.au
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Letters to the Editor
Send your Letters to the Editor by:
Email to:
freemason@masons.org.au

Post to:
 	The Secretary, Freemason Editorial Committee
The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT
PO Box A259, Sydney South NSW 1235

Have your say
Passing the Alms Bag
First, congratulations on your
appointment as Editor and
Chairman of the Magazine Committee,
and I am looking forward to reading your
editorials and wish you all the best.
I am not sure who the author was but, in
the December issue of the Freemason
Magazine, there was a thought-provoking
article on ‘Getting to know your other
roles’ (pages 8/9). While reading through, it
was interesting to note that under the
heading of Treasurer there was a task of
reminding the WM to pass the Alms Bag
around the lodge.
I appreciate this is something done in
other Orders, but to my knowledge not
within the NSW Craft. Consequently, I
would appreciate your feedback as to how
widely it is done in NSW and, if so what is
its origin and perhaps it is something the
brethren should be aware of when visiting.
Thank you for your support
David Mayson
Educational Officer
Lodge Edinburgh St John, Mudgee
ED: Lodge Wahroonga No 674 passes the
Alms Bag round the lodge before closing.
Do any other lodges?

Balmain Lodge
I have forwarded the last two
Grand Master’s Newsletters to
two prospective candidates and one
called off member. As a result, Balmain
Lodge now has two applications for membership and one application for affiliation.
These newsletters are very informative of
what Freemasons do in the community.
Please keep them coming!
Peter Gourlie
Balmain Lodge 23
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Somebody once
said that when
you donate
money it removes
dissatisfaction but
it does not generate
satisfaction.

Young masons
to the rescue!
Further to your request for newsworthy articles, I would like to
draw your attention to a group of young
masons, who have formed to support
each other, those new to the Craft and
our communities.

ee
tary
The Secre Editorial Committ
W & ACT
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Freemas Grand Lodge of NS W 1235
d
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The Unite
Sydney So
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Freemason Editorial Committee
The&Secret
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1235
The United Grand Lodge
of NSW & ACT
PO Box A259, Sydney South
, NSW 1235

This is truly an excellent demonstration of
the core values of Freemasonry; caring for
others, helping those in need and acting
with honesty and integrity.
Well done to our brethren, it shows the
future of the Craft is in good hands when
over 240 young masons can organise
themselves using modern technology to
provide such swift, prompt and urgent
relief to those in need.
Rod O’Donnell

Artarmon helps out!
RW Bro Bruce Sheldrick, Chairman
of the Artarmon MC Hall
Committee, informed me the Committee
on Tuesday approved the following
donations:
1. $5,000 to GM’s Disaster Relief Appeal
2. $5,000 to Wires
3. $5,000 to CWA for Farmers
4. $5,000 to A Start in Life
These are truly welcome and generous
donations – and at an opportune time.

Communicating through multiple Whatsapp
chats, over 240 young masons have generated immense and immediate support for
our bushfire victims as evidenced by
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/
story/6566629/local-masons-arrange-supportfor-fire-victims.

Thank you, Artarmon MC Hall Committee!

Around 14 pallets of goods carried in on
four trucks, trailers and cars were delivered and donated to the South Coast in
the first week of January. Collections
started before New Year’s Eve.
Freemasons were active and delivering
relief before many organisations had even
publicly recognised the need.

Hi brethren, I am an apprentice
mason, recently introduced to the
Leeton Yanco Lodge, but my story here is
for a different cause.

This band of young Freemasons self-organised a fourteen pallet drop of urgent
supplies to communities in need before
many other organisations had even
acknowledged the emergency.

Kind Fraternal Regards,
Randall Wilson
DGIW, District 22

EAF speaks

I am currently at Adelong, NSW, volunteering with Blaze Aid. This group is a real
‘hands on’ organisation which has us
volunteers working alongside those most
affected by disasters (currently, the many
bushfires / town-fires across our nation).
We will be working for many months
cleaning up, replacing fencing (to secure
stock) and other infrastructure.
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Do you have a banner?
If any of you have some spare time and
mobile accommodation, I implore you to
consider volunteering to work with this
great mob.
Contact details on Blaze Aid website.
Thanks Brothers,
Bro Bob Bunbury

Blood and Plasma
Somebody once said that when
you donate money it removes
dissatisfaction but it does not generate
satisfaction. Some of us are rich in time
but cashflow poor. So, what can we do
when the charities tell us that they have
stopped accepting clothes and non-perishable food?
A number of young masons have gathered
together to form a ‘Team for Blood and
Plasma Donation’. It’s a thing that anyone
can do, and when the mason donates,
he just declares it for the team, and the
numbers slowly add up. https://www.
donateblood.com.au/lifeblood-teams
It’s measurable and can be promoted
monthly. It’s a very visible measure; the
system can provide dramatic reports (in
red of course) that highlight just how well
your team has done!
It’s in its infancy, but it is something that
could benefit with some wider awareness,
as well as benefiting the community.
Personally, it brought me back as a donor;
it had been a decade since I last donated,
and now the Blood Bank is asking me to
donate plasma every fortnight or so, as
my plasma is universally accepted and
helps a tremendous cross section of the
community. https://www.donateblood.com.
au/blog/lifeblog/why-australia-needs-moreplasma-donors
I look forward to your thoughts and I
wonder how publicity via the Freemason
can add more value to our donations and
to our communications generally.
Rod O’Donnell

Bathurst turns 175
The following advance notice may
be of interest to those masons
who live in the Bathurst area or who
welcome the excuse to travel a short
distance to enjoy a top-quality night.
Bathurst District Freemasons are celebrating 175 Years of Freemasonry in
Bathurst. All masons, past and present
are invited to help us celebrate.

www.masons.org.au

A banner occasion
Your lodge may not have
a banner but may want to
design and get one made.
Here is a good example
from Lodge Bland.

T

he design of the lodge’s logo
consists of the lodge’s motto,
name and number on a blue
ribbon – the centre of the design
incorporates the ‘Golden History’ of the
Bland Shire – an ear of golden wheat, a
merino ram (Golden Fleece) a gold mine
poppet head and a sprig of golden wattle.
The design is completed with the Square
and Compasses.
The lodge’s motto is Scio Te – Dabo Tibi
which translates as ‘Know Yourself – Give
Yourself’ which epitomises the fundamental principles of Freemasonry – self development and service to others.

A good banner displays the lodge’s
history and values for all to see.

A gala ball will be held along with other
events in December this year.

Bank to take the total going to the Red
Cross Disaster Relief Fund $9,358.

Chris Tillott
Check out the details in this issue’s What’s
On (page 8), and keep an eye on future
issues for more information!

Bushfire Relief
The Brethren of District 31 have
taken the bit between their teeth
to support, with solid financial donations,
those bushfire victims who have had their
lives turned upside down. To date, donations are:
From Lodge Kiama 35
p $2,000 from the Lodge Benevolence
Fund
p $2,679 proceeds of their Bunnings
Sausage Sizzle on 18 January
p This total of $4,679 was matched
dollar for dollar by the Commonwealth

From Lodge Broughton 131
p $500 to Berry Rural Fire Service
p $500 to Berry Red Cross
p $500 to Berry Country Women’s
Association
p Total $1,500
From Lodge Illawarra 59
p $1,000 to the Red Cross Disaster Relief
Fund
From Lodge Theo Grey 234
p $1,000 to the Red Cross Disaster Relief
Fund
From The City of Wollongong Lodge 1049
p $1,000 to the Red Cross Disaster Relief
Fund
TOTAL SO FAR: $13,858.00
VW Bro Peter Conelius
DGIW, District 31

March 2020

13

Travels in Israel

By RW Bro Neil Atkins
The Dome of
the Rock on the
Temple Mount
in the Old City
of Jerusalem

An Israel odyssey
The Scriptures record that in his search for the Promised
Land the Prophet Moses was greeted with a magnificent
view over Canaan as he reached the summit of Mt Nebo
during 1,460 BC.

H

e was told this region was the
land God promised Abraham
as a homeland for the Jewish
people. Although the twelve
tribes of Israel settled in the area it was
not until 14 May 1948 that the modern
State of Israel was officially established.
In 1948 the State of Israel had an area
of 20,582 square kilometres but today
after wars with its neighbours, culminating with the inclusion of the West Bank,
Golan Heights and East Jerusalem the
State of Israel has an area of approximately 22,725 square kilometres – about
2.7% the area of New South Wales. The
population of Israel in July 2019 was
estimated by the Israel Central Bureau
of Statistics to be around 9,061,500,
approximately 1 million more than the
population of New South Wales.

This tiny country is bordered by
Lebanon and Syria to the north and
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north-east, Jordan to the east and Egypt
to the South. To the west, including the
Gaza strip, it has a 273 kilometre coastline with the Mediterranean Sea and a
port on the tip of the Red Sea at Eilat.
Occupation of the region that is now
the State of Israel dates back more than
5,000 years. It has a complex history as
three major monotheistic religions of
Christianity, Judaism and Islam have
struggled to assert their authority with
their focus on the occupation of one of
the oldest continually inhabited cities in
the world, Jerusalem.
With two friends, who had travelled
through Jordan in 2018, we returned to
this part of the world and spent ten days
moving through the State of Israel.
After arriving at Israel’s major international airport Ben Gurion, we left by train
where our first stop was Tel Aviv, the
second most populous city in Israel. It is

a sprawling city of approximately
500,000 people bordering the
Mediterranean. It is a relatively new city
founded in 1909, breaking away from
Jaffa of which it was a former suburb.
Tel Aviv has the reputation of being a fun
city with many clubs and bars open 24
hours a day. It is also a city of numerous
museums and art galleries. In wandering
around we visited the Carmel open air
market, past the then still functioning
United States Embassy building and a
plaque on a building which advised it
was the headquarters of British
Intelligence Service until it was attacked
in the mid-1940s by a pro-Israeli group.
Israelis have a novel approach to
overcoming road traffic congestion.
They have embraced the use of dockless
electric scooters, especially in Tel Aviv.
The scooters can be located by an app
on a mobile phone, usage charges paid
for by credit card and the scooters left
virtually anywhere when you are finished. Several companies provide this
service which is very popular with the
younger generation.
Nearby Tel Aviv is the ancient city of
Jaffa, formerly a major Mediterranean
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port, where according to the scriptures
Jonah left in a vessel to travel to
Tarshish but was cast overboard during
a storm and swallowed by a giant fish.
Jaffa, because of its former importance as a port, has an incredibly violent
history having been fought over by
various religious groups, control changing hands often. Today the old section of
Jaffa is replete with narrow winding
streets, restaurants and coffee shops. Of
interest is the open air flea market where
goods range from junk to antiques. Jaffa
also gives its name to the Jaffa orange
developed by the Ottomans in the region
during the 19th century and Israel is still
a major exporter of them.
Although still a functioning fishing
port many of its former warehouses
have been converted to restaurants.
Jaffa is now a major tourist attraction
in its own right.
After two days we left and travelled
57 kilometres north to visit Caesarea.
It is a former Roman city with a fine
harbour initially built by King Herod
almost 2,000 years ago. We visited the
National Park which has many Roman
ruins and in particular a Roman colosseum restored and used for concerts.

From Caesarea we continued northward 43 kilometres along the coast to
Israel’s largest port, Haifa, an industrial
city stretching from the Mediterranean
up the slopes of Mount Carmel.
On these slopes is the Baha’i Gardens
stretching one kilometre from the bottom
to the top. The centre piece is the Shrine
of Bab, a circular building with a dome
which is the tomb of one of the prophets
of the Baha’i faith. The followers of this
fourth monotheistic religion are required
to make at least one pilgrimage in their
lifetime to this site. There are an estimated 1,700 steps from the bottom to the
top but we elected to drive to the top and
were rewarded with a magnificent view
over the Gardens and the city of Haifa.
Near Haifa Bay is the former ancient
Crusader port of Acre now known by its
original name of Akko. During the 11th
century it was captured by King Baldwin
during the first Crusade and became the
major port for the Crusaders for more
than two centuries. After the 6th Crusade
it was placed under the administration
for a time of the Hospitaller Knights and
is another of the oldest ports in the
world. The old city of Acre is recognised
as a World Heritage area because of the
Crusader relics and is one of the few

well preserved Ottoman walled towns
complete with mosques and citadels
built by the Ottoman Empire in the 18th
century. We visited the ruins of one of
the Hospitaller’s hospitals established
during their reign over this town and
walked through the souks with their
delightful odours of spice. Today Akko
is home to a diverse population of
Muslims, Jews and Christians.
We left the coast and headed eastwards to Tiberius, a town built around
20 BC by the son of Herod and named
after the second Roman emperor.
Tiberius is on the sloping west bank of
the Sea of Galilee and is the major city

The Knights Templar
Preceptory of St John
No 19 for Canberra invites
all Master Masons and Royal
Arch Companions in the
Canberra area to further
their masonic journey.

Email: dkw_nga@hotmail.com
Or call: 0447 653 881

Yardenit is a popular spot for those who
wish to be baptised in the Jordan River

www.masons.org.au
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Travels in Israel
in the Galilee region. The Sea of Galilee
is Israel’s only freshwater lake and has
a 51.5 kilometres coastline, is 22 kilometres long and 12.5 kilometres wide.
On the promenade in Tiberius is a water
sculpture which measures the level of
the sea and on our visit the surface of the
Sea of Galilee was 211.5 metres below
the level of the Mediterranean Sea.
Near Tiberius is the region of
Tabacha on the north eastern edge of
the Sea of Galilee. This is where Jesus is
said to have performed the miracle of
feeding 5,000 people from five loaves
of bread and two fish. We visited the
Church of the Multiplication of Loaves
and Fishes which is built over two
former churches. It has a byzantine
mosaic floor in which is embedded the
rock on which Jesus is said to have stood
and dispensed the food. On the nearby
Hill of Beatitudes is the eight-sided
Church of The Beatitudes on the site
where Jesus is said to have delivered his
Sermon on the Mount. From the Church
you have a vista over the Sea of Galilee
and the Golan Heights.

Leaving the Church of Beatitudes we
drove to the remains of the small fishing
village of Capernaum where Jesus is
regarded as having based his ministry for
three years and met five of his disciples.
The site has been purchased by the
Franciscans and Greek Orthodox Church
and the Franciscans also own the church
built on the summit of Mt Nebo. After
paying an admission fee we were able to
wander around the remains of this town.

On arrival we visited
the Basilica of
Annunciation where
the Angel Gabriel is
said to have told
Mary she would
have a child, Jesus.

To the East of the Sea of Galilee is the
1,800 square kilometre Golan Heights,
formerly part of Southern Syria but
captured by the Israelis during the 1967
War and annexed in 1981 as part of
Israel. It is strategically important for
from the top of the heights Damascus,
the capital of Syria, is in clear view.
However on the day of our visit there
was a haze and visibility was restricted.
As we entered the village of Katzrin
in the Golan Heights we were greeted
with advertising signs indicating a
winery and a brewery were located
there. We visited the Golan Heights
Winery for a wine tasting and as it was
nearing lunch time we ate in the bar of
the nearby Golan Brewery where we
tasted the lagers. They were refreshing
and we met many friendly local residents. After a pleasant time with the
‘locals’ we headed back to Tiberius.
On the way we called in at Yardenit on
the banks of the Jordan River. Yardenit is
marketed as a baptismal site on the
Jordan River leading from the Sea of
Galilee. It proved to be a commercialised

The Western (or Wailing) Wall
Photo by Dennis Jarvis

16

March 2020

Integrity – Loyalty – Respect

Freemason

venture boasting restaurants, souvenir
shops and a biblical pavilion. Pilgrims
taking part in immersion ceremonies
receive a Certificate of Baptism. Some
were taking part in an immersion ceremony while we were present.

The Israeli West Bank barrier

Early the next morning we left
Tiberius by car for a four day stay in
Jerusalem. Our first stop, however, was
to be Nazareth which is the largest Arab
town in Israel with a population of
75,000. On arrival we visited the Basilica
of Annunciation where the Angel Gabriel
is said to have told Mary she would have
a child, Jesus.
Leaving Nazareth, we travelled a
short distance to Cana, the site where
Jesus is said to have performed his first
miracle of turning water into wine. There
is a church built on the site where this is
said to have happened. Interestingly, the
many small shops nearby sold holy wine
and other souvenirs for tourists.
Megiddo, a strategic point on the trade
route from Egypt to Mesopotamia, was
our next destination. The group which
controlled this point virtually controlled
the trade route. Megiddo is also identified
in the Bible as Armageddon where the
great battle of end of days will take place.
It is a World Heritage Site with many
ruins that show how the people of the
past lived in this region.
We left Megiddo for Jerusalem which
consists of the Old City and New City.
The Old City is located within the
boundary of New Jerusalem and occupies approximately one square kilometre. It is enclosed by a wall 4,325
metres in length with a height varying
from 5 to 15 metres and an average
thickness of 1.5 metres. The total population of Jerusalem is estimated at
910,000 which included 40,000 in the
Old City. Jerusalem is regarded by the
State of Israel as its capital city.
Before visiting sites in Jerusalem we
travelled south to the Dead Sea and the
fortress of Masada. Masada was the last
place of resistance by the Jews to the
Romans. We went by cable car to the
remains of the fortress at the top of the
mountain where the Jews had decided to
kill themselves rather than be captured
by the Romans. From there we travelled
to Qumran, the site of the discovery of the
Dead Sea Scrolls and then on to Jericho.

www.masons.org.au

To enter Jericho we had to pass
through security points controlled by
armed Israeli army personnel. We also
visited gardens containing the 2,000
year old Sycamore tree which Zacchaeus

1947 - 2017

allegedly climbed when Jesus was
passing through.
Jerusalem, in particular the Old City,
has so many sites of historical and religious significance that we had to
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The Bridge to the Dome on the
Rock and the Al Aqsa Mosque

The Walled Off
Hotel in Bethlehem

prioritise what we would see. We entered
Lion Gate in the city wall which surrounds Old Jerusalem and walked the
almost one kilometre long Via Dolorosa
passing the Stations of the Cross each
of which had a small chapel, visited the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre where
the last four stations are said to have
occurred.
Our main point of interest in the Old
City was Temple Mount, the site where
King Solomon built his first temple
dedicated to God and as a home for the
Ark of the Covenant. According to the
scriptures Solomon sourced some of the
material and labour for the building of
the Temple from his neighbour, Hiram I,
King of Tyre (a port in what is now
Southern Lebanon). One of the masons
provided by King Hiram is said to have
been Hiram Abiff who is credited with
being the chief architect of Solomon’s
temple. This temple was destroyed by
the Babylonians around 400 years after
it was built and a second Jewish Temple
was erected on the site generally
referred to as King Herod’s Temple. It
was destroyed by the Romans and the
only remaining evidence of the second
temple is thought to be the Western
Wall, also known as the ‘wailing wall’
which is a place of prayer for the Jewish
population and veneration by Moslems.
To approach the wall men were
required to wear a head covering and at
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When we
visited Bethlehem
it was confronting,
as the town is
almost encircled by
a wall some 6 to 8
metres in height...

the entrance we were provided with a
Kippah (Jewish cap) to wear while we
were in the vicinity of the wall.
After the invasion of the Moslems in
the 7th century the Dome of the Rock
and the Al Aqsa mosque were built on
the site of the first two temples. The
Dome of the Rock is an Islamic shrine
while Al Aqsa mosque can accommodate 5,000 people in prayer. During the
Crusader period (1095–1244 AD) the Al
Aqsa mosque became the headquarters
of the Knights Templar. Known as The
Poor Knights of Christ and the Temple
of Solomon their name was shortened
to Knights Templar.
After the Knights Templar were
driven out of Jerusalem by Saladin the

Al Aqsa mosque was refurbished as a
mosque and remains so to this day.
Only Muslims are permitted to enter
the Mosques. Non-Muslims are permitted to enter the surrounding grounds
but must enter over a wooden bridge
which is only open for a few hours each
day. We accessed it by entering the old
city through Dung gate. The wooden
bridge provides a splendid view over the
Western Wall.
It is not possible to travel through the
State of Israel without being aware of the
current political instability within the
country, the plight of the Palestinians
and the implied threats from nearby
countries. The most visible effect of the
problems in Israel is the 709 kilometre
Wall which is built to separate the West
Bank from Israel. When we visited
Bethlehem it was confronting, as the
town is almost encircled by a wall some
6 to 8 metres in height. Nearer the town
the Wall passes in front of the interestingly named Walled Off Hotel and is
covered in graffiti.
We had many interesting discussions
while travelling but focussed on the
history of the region as outlined in the
scriptures and what we saw of the
country as it is now. After ten days travelling we left Israel with emotions influenced on the one hand by the vibrant
history of the region juxtaposed with its
uncertain future.
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Main: Whiddon welcomes
a new home to the family
Below: New wellbeing program
leaving a trail of happiness

Whiddon extends quality care services

to Moree
As an organisation that
operates in regional, remote
and rural locations, Whiddon
is very proud to expand their
residential aged care services
in the New England region
with the acquisition of Moree’s
Fairview Retirement Village.

reinforces Whiddon’s commitment to providing
access to high quality aged care for older
Australians living in regional areas, ensuring
they can stay living in the communities they
know and love.

Whiddon became the new owners of Fairview
on 3 February 2020, adding 96 residential aged
care places, including a secure dementia care
wing, along with 18 retirement village units, to
Whiddon’s portfolio.

To celebrate and commemorate the official
ﬁrst day of Whiddon Moree, residents and
families enjoyed a delicious welcome afternoon
tea together. Whiddon looks forward to further
growing their partnerships with residents,
families and the local community, and
embedding their award-winning model
of care and wellbeing and creative ageing
programs, along with employee wellbeing
and professional development programs.

Whiddon’s footprint in Northern NSW now
spans from Bourke to Walgett, Wee Waa,
Narrabri and Moree, covering over 500km and
providing care to more than 250 residents and
their families. The addition of the Moree home

The acquisition also provides an exciting
opportunity for Whiddon to expand their
community care services in the area to care for
older people wishing to continue to stay living
independently and safely in their own homes.

New animal-based
wellbeing program
Whiddon welcomed some very special
animals to the newly created role of
‘Chief Happiness Officer’ in their aged
care homes in New South Wales and
Queensland. Bingo the Toy Poodle/Mini
Foxie, Milo the Dachshund, and Angus
the Labrador, are amongst some of the
adorable recruits taking on the role,
which comes with its very own uniform
and responsibilities.
Research indicates that regular
interaction with animals can have a
therapeutic effect for people of all
ages. The program, named ‘Creature
Comforts,’ partners with residents and
families to choose the types of animals
that they wish to have around them in
the residential aged care home.
The aim is to improve wellbeing,
reduce anxiety and depression,
increase social connection and help
reduce feelings of social isolation and
loneliness. The program also brings a
range of beneﬁts for residents through
caring for the pets and helps to create
a more home-like environment.

Support Whiddon to continue improving the quality of life of older
Australians through innovation, research and new approaches to care.
Make a donation today at www.whiddon.com.au/make-a-donation.

www.masons.org.au

March 2020

19

Whiddon awards

By RW Bro Ted Simmons OAM

Michelle is a winner
Michelle Sharwood displayed all the qualities needed to be declared
the winner of the Whiddon Board of Directors 2019 Award.

R

epresenting Whiddon Kelso,
Michelle is known to be always
looking for ways to make a difference to the lives of others and
give priority to important issues.

Although too nervous to respond
when presented with the Award by CEO
Chris Mamarelis and Chairperson Len
Kearns, Michelle later gave some insight
into her work at the Homes.
‘I was originally attracted to nursing
and administration, started at Whiddon
with catering and went on from there,’
she said.
‘The role was enjoyable and it was a
sense of giving back some of what had
been given to me to use. What attracted
me to Whiddon was the fact my motherin-law had worked there and told me
what she did, so moving there appealed to
me. Also the fact it was a “not for profit”
organisation and was making a difference.
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...we celebrate
our people, our
organisation and
the wonderful
senior Australians
we care for.

‘There were many challenges –
recently my area was extended to 60
beds which opened up more room and
made the workload different.
‘Every day was a different story with
the people, what they had done, living
their life and seeing it through their

eyes. The most difficult times were in
saying goodbye when they had passed
on even though it may have been
peaceful.
‘I really don’t know how the judges
can work out how to pick a winner for
the award. Whiddon has a great staff and
in my mind, every member is a winner.’
The Award is in its 13th year and
there were 22 nominees from all parts
of NSW.
Michelle is regarded as always thinking outside the box for unique and innovative ideas and played a huge role in
activities related to the Home’s wellness
focus.
Described as always having a ‘can do’
spirit where nothing was troublesome
for her, she was always calm, consistent
and happy to spend time to listen to
everyone. She is a dedicated team
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A coded history
member and constantly tries her best
to look after residents and her peers.
Michelle is warm, welcoming and
much-loved by everyone at Whiddon
Kelso. Everyone knows that she goes
above and beyond to make a difference and make people feel special and
valued. As the program said: ‘What a
star.’
There was also special recognition
given to other members of the staff.
Jane Waden (Casino), Kathleen
Wilkinson (Easton Park), Christina Pile
(Hornsby) and Anne Cameron
(Temora) were congratulated for 35
years of service. Further presentations
were made to the Scholarship recipients: Molly Mas from Largs (Triforce
Group award), Roslyn Greenlow from
Kyogle (Marsh award), Sanju Kadel
from Easton Park (Acetek award) and
Anna Tait from Community Care
(JBWere award).
The Scholarship program enables
team members to develop their professional skills through funded tertiary
studies in areas such as health and
nursing, diversional therapy, catering,
human resources and management.
CEO Chris Mamarelis, in his
welcome speech, said the Board recognised, celebrated and offered genuine
appreciation to the amazing people
from across the organisation with
members having travelled from all
corners of NSW and from the
Queensland home in Beaudesert.
‘What is even more astonishing is
that these individuals are a representation of a group of 2,300 outstanding
people who form the wider Whiddon
team,’ he said.

Masonic
Cipher
Have you ever wondered
about those odd patterns
of angles and dots you
occasionally see? It’s
called the masonic cipher!

T

he Grand Lodge Library has
received the latest transactions
of the Manchester Association for
Masonic Research in which there
is a paper by the Master Anthony D Costello
comprising 29 pages of explanation,
photos and keys to the masonic cipher.
Our only current exposure to masonic
cipher in blue lodges is a brief glimpse when
the Third Degree tracing board is explained.
The board is explained but no reference is
made to the cipher or what it represents.
The Grand Librarian, RW Bro Robert
Taylor is willing for brethren to attend the
Library and take photo copies at a small
cost as this is an interesting part of our
history that gets completely ignored.

Above: a paper on the masonic cipher,
available to read in the Grand Library.
Below: a basic key for decoding a message.

If you are interested, please make
contact with the Grand Library.

AA BB CC J J KK LL
DD EE FF MM NN OO
GG HH I I PP QQ RR
SS
TT UU
VV

WW
XX YY
ZZ

‘While we have witnessed countless
hearings from the Royal Commission
(on Aged Care), embraced numerous
legislative changes and dealt with
unprecedented media scrutiny, our
people have continued to deliver on
our promise to create exceptional
impact.
‘Whether it’s the dedication of
Monique in Bourke, George and Dale
in Laurieton or June in Grafton, we
celebrate our people, our organisation
and the wonderful senior Australians
we care for. This is Aged Care.’

www.masons.org.au

The masonic (or pigpen) cipher is a substitution cipher that uses an easily-memorisable
grid system to customise the key. Try using the example key above to work out the secret
message! Turn to page 46 to check your answer.
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A firey’s tale

By RW Bro Bill Beattie

What it means to be
an RFS volunteer
So, when did the 2019/20 Bush Fire Season in NSW start? It’s hard to recall now after so many
calls to action, and my head is as hazy as the smoke-filled atmosphere of NSW as I write.

I

recall having just arrived at our
daughter’s place in Lawrence, on the
River Clarence on 9th August, and my
close friend from Buxton (South West
of Campbelltown) ringing to ask, tongue
in cheek, if I would like him to call
around to my home in Buxton and bring
my “ready to go” firefighting travel kit, as
he was being deployed on the 11th to
Casino NSW. I graciously declined his
offer, stating that babysitting grandchildren was my priority at that point.
Back in Buxton and in early
September, I put the already packed
firefighting kit to use and went to
Tenterfield as part of the Southern
Highlands Strike Team to the Dukes
Forest fire; a day’s travel each way and
three days on the ground. After my 5
days and a seven-day rest I again volunteered to go to Casino for another five
days and shortly thereafter returned to
the Glen Innes area for the Bees Nest
fires. Back to Buxton where the Mount
Gosper fire, which had been burning for
several weeks on the escarpments above
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Newnes, was now escalating in an easterly direction. I travelled between the
starting point of Wilberforce Fire Control
Centre and various northern, western
and eastern boundaries for a seven-day
response period. Finally, home for a rest
and thinking what an early explosive fire
season we were having and of how volatile the fuel was at each fire complex. The
common theme was how the fire behaviour did not align with what we should
expect from the weather on any given
day and the estimated fuel loading.
By now it was the middle of November
and the smoke was really starting to clog
up the wheels in my head, so the date
(and the atmosphere) was hazy. However,
we now had a fire west of Buxton, in the
Blue Mountains National Park, south
west of the old Yerranderie mining
village. This was the Square Mountain
fire and was caused by lightning from an
electrical storm. Over the course of the
following week, the Square Mountain fire
was contained. However during that
week several other fires were ignited

from the same cause, e.g. The Peaks fire,
Ruined Castle fire, and the Green Wattle
Creek fire so over the next couple of
weeks, I experienced the daily ritual of
travelling over 2 hours out to the fire
ground and then battling high temperatures and extremely low moisture
content fuel, with winds building each
day in excess of 40 km/h. On one particular evening, the fire encircled our firefighting team on a large scale, which
meant that we had to wait for the fire
activity to subside and then detailed a
forward qualified crew that was able to
cut away fallen, fire affected trees from
the fire trail, enabling 25 fire vehicles
(over 100 personnel) to travel out to our
respective base stations. The following
day we returned to strengthen containment lines at a fall back point within 10
km to the west of the Wollondilly River,
however, due to the sporadic westerly
winds, high temperatures and dry fuel
content, the fire unceremoniously chased
us out from the Burragorang Valley and
later that day crossed the Wollondilly
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River and Burragorang (Warragamba
Dam) in two places. The northern breach
running the fire up toward Nattai and
Oakdale and the southern point crossing
adjacent to the village of Lakesland.
While the northern breach caused immediate damage on the villages of Oakdale,
Orangeville and Silverdale with major
property losses, this part of the fire
re-crossed Warragamba Dam and continued to burn on the southern side of the
Great Western Highway and is labelled
the Erskine fire.
The southern breach fire activity had
quietened down and was not posing any
great threat to property or life and a strategic plan was put together to use current
fire trails linked by bulldozer lines wherever possible from Oakdale to Wombeyan
Caves, basically along the perimeter of
the Blue Mountains National Park, a
massive undertaking to say the least.
On 9 December, I was given the task
to oversee the implementation of the
strategic fall back line from Sheehy’s
Creek Road, Oakdale, through to a point
between the two villages of Buxton and
Balmoral, a distance of between
30-40km with a time frame of less than
48 hours (it actually took 72 hours to
complete). Owing to the ongoing progression eastward of the Green Wattle fire
front, toward the villages of Lakesland,
Thirlmere, Buxton and Balmoral, a direction to begin a strategic back burn was
implemented at 6.00pm on 11 December,

...a strategic
plan was put
together to use
current fire
trails linked
by bulldozerlines
wherever possible...

commencing at Sheehy’s Creek Road and
continuing through to the southern end
of Buxton. On 14 December, once again
our fickle fire conditions came into play
and caused erratic and volatile fire
behaviour, causing major concerns and a
rethink of the current strategies.
However, the main fire front was still
proceeding east and again on 14th
December we faced some of the hardest
battles of this mega fire and on that day
lost approximately 20 houses and hundreds of outbuildings near the villages of
Buxton, Balmoral and Bargo and the
crushing blow of losing two young firefighters from the Cumberland District in
a most unfortunate accident, involving
their water tanker and a falling tree on
the outskirts of Buxton. On 21 December

another fire front emerged yet again,
from the Green Wattle Creek main fire,
causing another loss of about 15 houses
from Balmoral and Hilltop Villages. The
long campaign at this stage was far from
over, with prevailing winds now predominately from the north east and pushing
the southern fire boundaries towards the
areas of Colo Vale, High Range, Bullio
and Wombeyan Caves.
Finally, having fulfilled my Divisional
Commander duties for the South
Eastern portion of this Green Wattle
Creek fire, I have been able to return to
my normal volunteering role as crew
leader on the Buxton Brigade and travel
each day to the Bullio area, and even out
to Taralga, where the now most south
western edge of this fire has crossed the
Wollondilly River in a southerly direction. Now with the added impact of the
Moreton fire coming into our area near
Exeter, Bundanoon, Penrose and
Wingello we are being stretched just
that little bit more.
It is fair to say that, “Yes, since
mid-November and up until the time of
writing this on 16 January, I haven’t
been home much at all.”
As I said to my family, “I would never
forgive myself for not participating in
trying to help those in need, when and
where I can be of assistance. I am so
thankful of a very accepting and understanding family.”

Charming
Vintage Club

Feel a world away at the NSW Masonic Club.
Sydney’s haven for dining, unwinding
and live events.
WINE MAKERS LUNCHEONS
HOST A MURDER MYSTERY DINNER
CLASSIC CONJURING MAGIC SHOW
CHEF’S TABLE EXPERIENCE
SEE WEBSITE FOR EVENT & DATES
VISIT NSWMASONICCLUB.COM.AU
OR CALL 02 9284 1006
169 Castlereagh Street, Sydney NSW 2000

www.masons.org.au

Complete membership application
on our website
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A rare disease

By Catherine Anderson

One Aussie’s fight
In a time where social media is receiving some deservedly bad press, there is little talk of
the good that can come from it. Catherine Anderson founded a Facebook group for people
who, like her, suffered a rare disease. Her work has led to successful global research
studies, invitations to speak at conferences and helped improve (and save) the lives of
hundreds of women worldwide. This is her story.

I

t was June 2003. I was just married,
my husband and I had recently purchased our first home and life was
looking fantastic. We were regular
hikers and this weekend was no different as we set off on an easy three-hour
walk. As we climbed a hill, I found I was
wheezing. It was a little frightening and
I felt embarrassed that at 30 years of age
and a non-smoker I sounded incredibly
unfit.
That day was the first of 18 months
of misdiagnosis and persistent searching for what was wrong. Finally, in late
2004, I had an answer.
Like many people when presented
with a diagnosis, I jumped onto Doctor
Google to find out more. I ploughed
through the very limited search results,
finding little other than a basic interpretation of the fancy name I had written
onto a scrap of paper in the doctor’s
surgery: idiopathic - ‘we don’t know
what causes this’, subglottic - ‘the area

Initially, many
doctors resisted
patients learning
and sharing
information via
social media...

of the trachea just below the vocal cords’
and stenosis - ‘abnormal narrowing’.
I found this disease is very rare,
affecting only women, and just two in a
million. Finally, I was really ‘special’ but
not in a way I wanted. A web of scar
tissue had formed across my trachea,
leaving me with an airway about the
size of a cocktail straw.

Some of the lovely fellow sufferers and doctors
I have met around the world through this disease
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(Opposite: diagram of where subglottic stenosis occurs in the trachea (airway)
– not to be confused with the oesophagus through which food and drink travels
down to your stomach).
It was a lonely few years following
my diagnosis, not having anywhere to
turn for support or find out whether
what I was experiencing was normal. I
was having surgery every 6–12 months
to dilate the scar, but it kept returning.
I regularly scoured the internet trying
to find others like me, eventually joining
an online group in the USA but it didn’t
offer the support I was looking for. There
was no focus on the future, no solutions
or shared knowledge furthering learning
– just the same old questions again and
again. I was even told by the group’s
founder that I was doomed to die from
this disease unless I was treated in the
USA. Not what I wanted to hear.
I became determined to do something different. In 2009 I set up a
Facebook group ‘Living with idiopathic
subglottic stenosis.’ I learned from my
negative experience and set goals for
my group. I wanted members to collectively learn and keep the discussion
fresh and solution focused, avoiding
repetitive questions or revisiting things
we knew the answers to. I wrote a guide
to iSGS, explaining what we knew (in
patient language, not doctor language),
sharing it for free and continually updating it as we learned more.
This disease is so rare that many
doctors, even those specialising in ear,
nose and throat conditions, have little
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knowledge of it, meaning patients
have to self-advocate to ensure they
get the right treatment. I ensured
everything I wrote in the guide was
approved by the most experienced
doctors treating this disease, so
patients read and share the most accurate information.
My career has been in the field of
market research, and I could not resist
the chance to conduct a survey
amongst patients once I had a critical
mass in the group. I wrote up the
results and distributed them to doctors
around the world, using a database I
had built up from reading medical
papers and hunting down doctors’
email addresses. This was what really
gained attention from the world’s
medical fraternity – a group of doctors
from Mayo Clinic in the USA contacted
me and asked whether they could
rewrite my report into a medical paper.
I agreed, and it was published in one of
the main journals for ear, nose and
throat (ENT) specialists worldwide.
As my support group grew, so did
the knowledge base, and doctors treating iSGS around the world adopted me
as a source to share their published
papers, which I then distributed via
the group. The more we learned, the
more I added to the guide, which is
now shared by doctors worldwide not
only with patients, but also with
interns and registrars in the ENT
medical field.
The past three years have offered
opportunities for me to help raise
awareness at conferences. I’ve represented patients by presenting in
Chicago, Atlanta, Brisbane and
Edinburgh with my next appointment
at a European laryngology conference
in Vienna, Austria. The chance to meet
and network with these doctors (who
in the group are often seen as celebrities, those who help us breathe again!)
face-to-face has been invaluable,
allowing us to share insights and then
back with the group, always increasing
our field of knowledge.

Vocal Cord
Trachea
Oesophagus
Stenosis

My journey to provide patient
support and raise awareness of iSGS
has not been without its challenges.
Initially, many doctors resisted
patients learning and sharing information via social media, with Facebook in
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A rare disease

Is it really asthma?
Idiopathic subglottic stenosis is a build
up of scar tissue in the
trachea just below the vocal cords for
no known reason. 98% of
patients with this disease are females,
with symptoms starting in
their 30s or around times of hormone
spikes (eg pregnancy and
menopause). Frequently misdiagnosed
as asthma, left untreated or
undiagnosed the airway can close up or
block potentially leading to
death.

Do you have an adult female patient
aged between 25-70 years (but

especially 35-45 years) where...

 Asthma medication does not seem
to make any difference to her
breathing
 She started to struggle with breathing
almost overnight or progressively
worsening over time with no prior history
of breathing difficulties
 She has a stridor (wheezes when she
breathes in) rather than just a wheeze
(when she breathes out)
 Sounds like she may have croup,
maybe describes as ’breathing like Darth
Vader’
 Coughs or clears her throat regularly
 Shortness of breath is constant
but worsens on exertion or with
exercise. There is no ‘attack’ as with
asthma.

If this sounds like any of your patients,
please strongly consider referring her
to an
ENT/Otolaryngologist AND insist they
use laryngoscope to inspect her airway
looking for a blockage below her vocal
cords. It could be subglottic stenosis.

National Organization for Rare Diseases:
rarediseases.org/rare-diseases/idiopathic-subg
Patient support group: facebook.com/g
roups/idiopathicsubglotticstenosis

lottic-stenosis/

Left: presenting at the Cutting Edge
Laryngology conference in Edinburgh,
Scotland, September 2019
Above: A flyer to help diagnosis – the full
version of which can be downloaded from
www. whenthecatsaway.net

particular getting negative feedback. But
through careful moderation of the group
I have managed to ensure it remains
positive and factual, with the guide able
to make sure myths and false stories
were avoided.
Group members are fiercely protective of our good culture, and with
breathing on our minds a good part of
the time, there is a high percentage of
active members, with 85% of the now

Got old

regalia?
The Hornsby and Ku-Ring-Gai Masonic
Association is collecting, reconditioning and on-selling spare and used
Grand Lodge and Craft regalia.

Funds raised go to local charities!
Contact VW Bro Brian Samson:
Email: bsamson@optusnet.com.au
Mobile: 0414 704 807

$2,350 raised so far!
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more than 3,800 members returning
regularly to read or participate in discussions. A group of doctors from the USA
did an independent assessment of the
group and published a paper in April
2019. It highlighted the positive nature
of discussions and high level of trust in
the information provided there – I felt
so proud my efforts had been professionally advocated.
One of the most recently published
pieces of research I worked on revealed
that most women diagnosed with iSGS
are university educated. We don’t think
this is related to us having too good a
time working on our degree courses,

It highlighted the
positive nature of
discussions and
high level of trust
in the information
provided there...

rather that those women in lower
socio-demographic groups are not being
properly diagnosed, and probably still
struggling through life with an asthma
inhaler that doesn’t work. Our latest
group goal is to try and raise awareness
at a primary health care level, sharing a
flyer entitled ‘Is it really asthma?’ with
GP surgeries and encouraging friends
and families to do this too. Even if we
help diagnose one woman in the world
a little bit earlier because of this communication, it will certainly be worth it.
For me, it has been so important to
take something back from a disease
which is so disempowering. By using
my skills as a researcher to help raise
awareness and work with the medical
community to ensure further learning
I hope to be part of the solution.

If you think you or someone you know may
have been misdiagnosed, please talk to your
GP about getting a referral to an otolaryngologist for further investigation.
If you happen to be or know anyone
suffering with airway stenosis, please direct
them to the group for support: www.facebook.
com/groups/idiopathicsubglotticstenosis.
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GM’s Task Team

Do something
different
The masonic calendar didn’t stop after
the December Grand Communication for
our Grand Master as he addressed the
Secretaries Association about the results
of his Task Team.

O

n Thursday, 12 December
the GM put his blue apron to
good use, attended The Royal
Empire Lodge and surprised
the members of Lodge Kellerman by
visiting their festive board.
‘Your unannounced appearance at
the South was overwhelming to say the
least and was greatly appreciated by the
members of Lodge Kellerman. Last
night presented a game changer in more
ways than one for this lodge. I personally thank you for dropping in,’ Sam
Young, RGC R3 said.
On the following day, the GM
addressed the Secretaries’ Association
and took the opportunity to reflect on
the achievements of the past twelve
months.
The Grand Master explained how the
GM’s Task Team helped many lodges
across the whole jurisdiction. Several
districts, lodges and centres were mentioned including, Narromine, Parkes,
Temora, Coffs Harbour and Ballina, but
it was Lodge Bland from West Wyalong
that was used as an example of the
work he and his Task Team are doing.

and will soon feature a community
cinema generating a constant rental
stream for Lodge Bland.
But the GM’s Task Team isn’t only
about fixing buildings and adding street
signs. The Grand Master explained that
it can assist lodges in many ways,
ranging from commercial and financial
strategies to improvements in the
quality of our meetings and ceremonies.
Another point that was made clear
by the Grand Master is the necessity to
add variety of content to our meetings.
It is important to have a balance of
social activities, formal ceremonies and
masonic instruction to avoid repetition
and make meetings more interesting.
As an example, the Grand Master mentioned The Royal Empire Lodge and
Lodge Ethos that are joining forces to
create a ‘Charge Competition’ open to

the whole jurisdiction. ‘Do something
different’ he said. At the same time, he
emphasized the importance of District
Meetings as they create a healthy competition between lodges.
The Grand Master explained that the
quality and diversity of content in our
meetings is what keeps them engaging
and this has reduced the call off rate of
our membership to just one percent.
Combining this with the strong influx of
new members, we no longer have a
declining membership.
The Grand Master acknowledged
and complimented the lodge secretaries
present by reminding them that they are
the instigators of action in their lodges
and reminded them of the challenges he
sets himself: ‘Get your head out of the
weeds’, ‘Lift your game’ and ‘Together we
can make the difference.’

Lodge Bland was about to close
down and lose their charter when the
Grand Master rescued it. It took considerable effort, initiative and many visits,
but the results are unquestionable. The
lodge now has an active presence in the
community and four new candidates as
a result. The building has been fixed
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Masonicare

MASONICARE

Your Grand Charity

interACTION in action

Masonicare

Charity
Jewels
This past year has been challenging for
communities across our jurisdiction
with extreme drought, disastrous
bushfires, flash floods and hail, yet as
always, we have grown stronger as a
fraternity and our resolve to support
our communities in combating these
devastating events has strengthened.

Beds for HardenMurrumburrah
District Hospital
Lodge Federal United 193 has been hard
at work with their fundraising activities,
often seen selling raffle tickets in Neill
Street, Harden. The lodge efforts have
been rewarded with great support from
the local community. As a result, and with
the assistance of Masonicare, it was
possible to donate a low bed to the
Harden-Murrumburrah District Hospital.
These low beds are extremely versatile.
They lower from full bed height right to
ground level and every possible height
and comfort combination in between.
This ensures every degree of safety and
comfort for patients and medical staff.
With the construction of the new hospital
well under way, the new low bed will be a
very welcome addition to the equipment
available to both staff and patients.
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Local masons presenting the cheque
for $3,900 to the hospital.
L–R: W Bro Tim O’Keefe; VW Bro Doug
Sewell; VW Bro Brian Morgan DGIW;
Kerry Menz, Hospital Manager; RW
Bro Geoff Bunn, Master; VW Bro
Dennis Foster; W Bro Graham Elliot

The Harden Freemasons would like
to thank the Harden-Murrumburrah
community for their support in their
fundraising efforts, showing funds
raised in the local community stay
in the community. Hospital Manager
Kerry Menz thanked the members of
the lodge for their donation of the low
bed and the wonderful support of this
valuable facility to the community.

The work of many across our jurisdictions has been from the small but
helpful to the large and almost unimaginable. During times of great struggle we
have been known to come together
more both within our fraternity and
become even closer with our communities. While the work of our organisation
as a whole will help us be recognised as
a continuing pillar of support in our
communities, this is brought about
through the work of so many
individuals.
As an Order we often have many
unsung heroes who don’t receive recognition for their enormous contributions
to the community at large, most don’t
seek it and may even be a little embarrassed by it, but recognition is absolutely imperative to both recognise and
encourage. The Masonicare charity
jewels are just one way we can recognise the work of our brethren during this
crisis. Presenting a jewel to a brother or
brethren who have supported our community during these turbulent times
comes with its own special honour.
Lodges are encouraged to purchase
jewels and present them to brethren
who have made a significant contribution to disaster relief, particularly those
that have been gracious enough to
donate significant amounts to the
Grand Master’s Disaster Relief Fund.
Those who donate funds during these
times are often less recognised than
those who give up their time, but the
contribution is no less important and in
fact crucial for the long-term support
required for relief efforts.
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Australian achievements
Funds from sale of the jewels
support the Benevolence Fund, which
exists to support Freemasons and their
families during difficult times. The
jewels can be worn proudly with the
regalia of any mason and show the
additional effort and support that the
brother has made. The jewels are available in Bronze, Silver and Gold with the
Lifetime Achievement jewel also available for purchase.
Many of our brethren have been
directly impacted either personally
or by immediate family losing homes,
livestock and equipment. Yet through
these trials we have pulled together.
Now is the time to recognise your
brethren, their donations to our order
and their time in our community.
Purchase a jewel and let it be known
to Freemasonry at large the level of
support our brethren have shown
to fundraising for the Grand Master’s
Disaster Relief Fund and rebuilding
our communities.

Australia Day
Honours
Every year we honour those who have served the
country and communty. We take great pride in
acknowledging the following Freemasons who
received awards on Australia Day.
Order of Australia
The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT
extends congratulations W Bro Michael
Wells Askey who has been awarded the
Order of Australia Medal.
W Bro Askey is a member of North
Shore Daylight Lodge No 1044.

Has your Lodge Management
Committee considered making a
special presentation of one of
these beautiful Masonicare Charity
Jewels to a deserving brother at
your Installation meeting?
One of the jewels could even
be presented to the incoming/
outgoing MCO at an appropriate
time or at the festive board.
Jewels can only be purchased
by the lodge and are not tax
deductible in compliance with
ATO ‘charity’ regulations. Funds
raised from the sale of jewels
go to The Benevolence Fund.

Community Award
Congratulations to Cessnock Freemasons
for being awarded the Australia Day 2020
Community Award for their constant
community involvement.
Among many activities Freemasons
were recognised for innumerous community donations, sponsorships of a local
junior cricket club, the RSL sub branch
website and the School Spectacular
Indigenous Dancer.
Cessnock Freemasons also created
and presented the Masonic Values
Student Awards at nine local primary
schools and two high schools.

Cessnock Freemasons recognised

These Jewels
make for great
presentations!
Contact
Masonicare
to order.
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Associated Orders

Activity and charity
to the fore
On the evening of a warm, pleasant Saturday a group of Monitor
masons, their friends and partners, are gathered in the grounds of
a regional motel. They are enjoying each other’s company after the
earlier installation of the local OSM Conclave.

T

his was the last Installation of a
year with a lot of travel intrastate, interstate and, for a few,
overseas. This is not exceptional in Freemasonry, although in our
case it is the Grand Conclave members
who do most of the work of the installation ceremony at every conclave.
With 29 active Conclaves in this
jurisdiction, it means a lot of travel and
a lot of effort by all concerned, but the
rewards of being with friends and enjoying their fellowship far outweigh any
slight inconvenience.
The Order of the Secret Monitor, or
Brotherhood of David & Jonathan, has at
its core, the principle of Friendship,
based upon the relationship of King
David and Prince Jonathon.
2018/2019 also marked the 61st
anniversary of the Order of the Secret
Monitor (NSW & ACT) since it was
established as a sovereign body and of
course the highlight was the Grand
Convocation held in October which saw
the installation of our new Grand
Supreme Ruler, MW Bro Lynden
Norgate. The ceremony was attended by
representatives from most of the local
Orders. We also received international
representatives from the Grand
Conclaves of New Zealand, South East
Asia (Malaysia, Thailand and
Philippines), Singapore and India. Our
circle of friendship continues to widen
and now has a significant international
component.
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It is a great
example of what
we can all do by
working together.

One highlight of the evening was the
presentation of $15,000 to the Prostate
Foundation, which was arranged by the
Scarlet Cord Conclave. This Conclave

practices the ritual of the Scarlet Cord,
one that focusses on benevolence and
charity. To this end it collected $5,000
from its own members over a 2-year
period, and then asked each of the other
28 Conclaves in the district to also contribute the modest amount of $200.
With 28 Conclaves on board, their contributions together generated another
$5,000. The Grand Council also added
another $5,000 so we were able to
present a sizable donation. It is a great
example of what we can all do by
working together.
Further details are available on our
Website (osm-nsw-act.org).

MW Bro Lynden
Norgate with his wife
Virginie and
extended family
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Airborne angels

By VW Bro Brian Morgan

Freemasonry in action
As a member of the Cootamundra Aviation Support Brigade of the Rural Fire Service
I assisted in fighting the disastrous fires which have recently devastated Australia.
Many of the members of my brigade have been deployed to various locations throughout
NSW both as Air Base Operators and/or ground crew.

I

have now retired from active ground
firefighting, so I elected to serve as
an Air Base Operator to load the
fire-bombing aircraft with any of four
different mediums: water, foam, gel or
retardant. All have different uses and
applications on the fire ground to assist
the ground crews in controlling and
extinguishing fires.

I do know of one mason who has
been out with his crew for many hours
trying to protect communities while his
wife and family were being evacuated
from their homes because of approaching fires.

I have been a firefighter in various
brigades since the age of 18 (55 years)
and have found that in most brigades
there exists a friendship and camarad
erie very similar to Freemasonry. May it
last forever.

During December I was deployed to
an airbase at Mudgee where I assisted
with loading planes to help fight the
Gosper’s Mountain, Turin and Meads
Creek fires.
While we never usually see the
flames, we know that we must achieve
a quick turnaround time to enable containment and/or control of these fires
for the protection of life and/or property.
Of course, many masons have spent
countless hours on the fire front trying
to save houses and even townships
from the flames.

VW Bro Brian Morgan stands beside
an RFS Air Firefighting plane

Dr. Dion’s Brainteasers
Q: How many masons does it take to change a light bulb?
A good lawyer looks beyond the surface!
Want to know the answer? Ask Dr. Dion Accoto next time you see him at
Lodge, or email him. Contact details are on the inside back cover of this issue!

Dr. Dion Accoto LL.B. GCLP. DBL.
Legal Counsel & Corporate Advisor

Liability Limited by a Scheme Approved Under Professional Standards Legislation

www.masons.org.au
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Famous mason

By W Bro Stephen Dally

Stan and Ollie
‘Well, here’s another nice mess you’ve gotten me into!’

T

he ‘Silver Screen’ has produced
many duo and trio comedy acts
– The Three Stooges (Moe
Howard, Larry Fine and Curly
Howard), Bro Bud Abbott and Lou
Costello, Bro Bob Hope and Bing Crosby
in the Road Series. But it would be fair
to say that the ‘founding fathers’ of early
screen comedy would be one portly gent
and his thin deadpan-faced partner
– Laurel and Hardy.
Oliver Hardy and Stan Laurel were
brought up in the early days of cinematography comedy under the mentorship of Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton
and the Keystone Kops.
Hardy was born in Harlem, Georgia.
His father was a Confederate veteran
wounded at the Battle of Antietam; his
mother was descended from a Virginian
family dating back to 1635. Oliver,
christened Norvell, was the youngest of
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During the
early 20s Oliver
appeared solo
in more than 250
silent short films.

five brothers and in his youth was a
difficult boy, spending time at a military
college and a boarding school before
joining a theatrical group. Possessed of
a fine singing voice, his mother
arranged for him to study music and
singing lessons in Atlanta where
he skipped lessons to sing in a

theatre for $3.50 a week. The family
moved to Madison, Georgia in 1891
before Norvell’s birth. His father died
less than a year later. Hardy was the
youngest of five children. His older
brother Sam drowned in the Oconee
River; Hardy pulled him from the river
but was unable to resuscitate him. As a
tribute to his late father, he called
himself Oliver by which he was known
for the rest his life. Oliver’s first venture
into the film world was in 1910 when
he became manager, ticket seller, caretaker and projectionist of The
Palace, a new cinema
in his home town.
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Posters from throughout
Laurel and Hardy’s careers
(L–R): Putting Pants on Philip,
Liberty, Another Fine Mess and
Pack Up Your Troubles.

Becoming interested in movies he went
to Jacksonville Florida where the
budding film industry was taking hold.
In 1917 Oliver made his first film appearing in Nuts in May. During the early 20s
Oliver appeared solo in more than 250
silent short films. He was a trained
singer, and often enjoyed performing on
the set as well as in his own movies.
Stanley Arthur Jefferson was born in
Ulverstone, Lancashire, England in 1890;
into a theatrical family; his father was an
actor and theatre manager. Stanley made
his first theatrical appearance in the
tough stage world of the Glasgow theatres, changing his name to Laurel, as he
thought Jefferson was too long to display
on billboards. Improving his skills as a
comedy actor he appeared in pantomime
with Charlie Chaplin, often understudying him and they sailed to America in
1912 on the same ship, travelling with
Fred Karno’s Army. Karno (Frederick John

Westcott) was an English impresario
who specialised in Music Hall comedy
and pie in the face slapstick. After returning to England, Stanley went back to
America in 1916, making his first film
Nuts in May. In 1925 Hardy and Laurel
met again at the Hal Roach studios
where Laurel was directing movies with
Hardy. Roach asked Hardy and Oliver if
they would become partners in the new
talkie medium that would soon take the
place of silent movies and they became
partners in 1927. Their first movie in
1930 was Another Fine Mess. The pair left
Roach Studios in 1940 and made a
number of films. Their comedy routine
was based on early experience in vaudeville, English music hall and working
with stars of early Hollywood pictures.
Often their work displayed bizarre acts
like Oliver lighting his pipe by flicking
his thumb followed by Stanley copying it
and setting his thumb on fire. Most of

Do you suffer
from hearing loss?
Join us at the ACT Deafness Resource
Centre: Hearing and Health Expo!
WHEN: 5th March 2020
TIME: 10am–3pm
WHERE: Hellenic Club, Woden, ACT

www.masons.org.au

their films included the two
getting into a fight and Oliver
blaming Stanley and saying
‘Stanley, well, here’s another
nice mess you’ve gotten me into!’
They made 102 films but by the
late 1940s their popularity had
waned. They made a number of
low budget films up to1950 but
concentrated on stage work.
Laurel and Hardy’s act was to
appear as two simple men, one large
and the other slim who gave the appearance that he (Stanley) was not too
bright and perhaps looked upon Oliver
to keep him out of trouble usually
without success. Stan and Ollie weren’t
just great for inspiring a laugh but
brought to the screen a sophisticated
form of slapstick and as Ricky Gervias
wrote: ‘Everything I’ve done I’ve stolen
from them.’ Many entertainers saw
them as their mentor.
Apart from the catchphrase ‘Well,
here’s another nice mess you’ve gotten
me into!’ and thanks to the recent film
Stan and Ollie, they will be remembered
as Laurel and Hardy, a comedy duo in
the Golden Age of Hollywood.
Bro Oliver Hardy was initiated into
Lodge Samuel, Florida.

Sponsor of the DRC Hearing Aiders Program:

Once again Hearing Awareness Week gives us the opportunity to bring together the hearing industry
under one roof. Hearing Australia will be in attendance on the day, to provide FREE hearing screening tests
but you must book first on 6232 3200.
If you can’t make it to the Expo, drop in to the DRC anytime and talk to us about how to best manage your hearing loss.
The ACT Deafness Resource Centre is
a registered provider of NDIS supports
from 11 June 2014. Provider
Registration Number: 60297041

We are located in the Grant Cameron Community Centre, Level 1B,
27 Mulley St, Holder ACT 2611. Visit our website www.actdrc.org.au
or phone us on 02 6287 4393
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From the Grand Chaplain

By RW Bro Rabbi Dr Samuel Tov-Lev

Observe, evalute, act
Usually, we like to approach and observe with caution anything that
is alien to our mind or taste. In order to know it better and deeper we
tend to evaluate it from all aspects and consider the pros and cons.

A

s our curiosity is satisfied and
we feel comfortable, we use
our imagination to decide how
to act, in order to benefit from
the situation.
The merit of Observation we learn
from Rousseau.* To quote him: ‘le
monde est le livre des femmes’ (the
world is the book of women.) They
generally profit more from observation
than from reading.
The actions that we take depend
on our personal natural talents and our
ability to achieve the best results. This
process applies in many circumstances
in life.
I quote the well-known Latin saying:
veni, vidi, vici (I came; I saw; I conquered). This was the brief account of a
famous victory sent by Julius Caesar to
the Roman Senate.
It is essential that every new mason
adopts this approach from his first
contact with the Craft and indeed
throughout his career. Later on, when at
the appropriate time the mason wishes
to join another Order such as the Royal
Arch he needs to adopt the ‘magic’
Observe, Evalute, Act (OEA) concept to
further his knowledge in that Order,
viewing it as a long-term commitment.
Whatever his depth or length of experience with previous Orders, the use of
OEA is the first key for his future
success and satisfaction.
I have seen how many candidates
have been permitted to proceed with
the usual ceremonies to become a
mason, based on their quick promise to
join our Order. I find it unsatisfactory
and, in many cases, they do not last long
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The Grand
Master’s theme –
Integrity, Loyalty
and Respect must be
openly proclaimed
to the candidate
to reinforce in
his mind the
ideals and tenets
of the Craft.

among us. The remedy for minimising
this tendency rests upon our being
more cautious in our approach to this
problem.
I like to quote Rousseau again: ‘Le
plus lent à promettre est toujours le plus
fidèle à tenir (The man who is most
slow to make a promise is most sure to
keep his word).
The main question is, do we learn
from our past mistakes and do something about it? No, it seems not. This
famous saying in Latin should assist us
in the future: humanum est errare (to err
is human), but to repeat again and again
the same mistake is stupidity.
Before we allow ourselves to permit a
new candidate to OEA, we have to distinguish between those who come to us of
their own free will and those whose
friends have influenced their application.

May I suggest a few steps for every
candidate who wishes to join the Craft:
1. He must, first present a resume of
himself (guidelines regarding what to
write about to be given to him beforehand).
2. Interview by a lodge committee (it
would help to confirm and clarify the
details of the resumé and add to it by
supplementary questions, perhaps
prepared by Grand Lodge so that the
candidate will know what we are
expecting of him and as a means of
gauging the seriousness of his interest to be part of the Craft).
3. Giving some time to the candidate to
think about his future involvement
with Freemasonry and his desire to
be committed to it.
4. Final interview with the candidate
to review his feelings and decide
accordingly.
5. Upon receiving a sincere and positive
response from the candidate, he
would be invited to attend one or
more dinners in the South to be
presented to, and accepted by, the
brethren of the lodge.
The Grand Master’s theme – Integrity,
Loyalty and Respect must be openly
proclaimed to the candidate to reinforce
in his mind the ideals and tenets of the
Craft.

*	Jean-Jacques Rousseau
(1712–78), Genevan philosopher,
writer and composer
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Strange behaviours

Generally though, we have lost the
capacity to listen, reflect and discuss.
The art of dialectics and discourse are
foreign to us.

Masons are

strange

As masons we are ‘strange’. Why are we strange?
Because when we gather, we take the time to listen.

W

e need to acknowledge
and talk about this, even
if the outside world may
never fully understand
our particular brand of hocus-pocus.
For example, why does a lawyer who
dresses in courtroom garb and who
spends all day in court vociferously
defending a client, at night put on a suit,
then an apron and go to lodge to sit in
the temple and listen without talking?
Because it nourishes his soul.
Today, except for the hardworking
people at Lifeline and similar services,

www.masons.org.au

many people don’t listen anymore.
Admittedly many people spend their
train or bus commute, or the time they
spend running on the treadmill at the
gym, listening to radio shock jocks,
audio books or podcasts that nourish
their brain.
But as a society, we’ve stopped listening. We are lost in the echo chamber of
the 24 hour news cycle; the downward
spiral of the ever-shrinking social media
circles we move in; or in voicing an
opinion about the latest sporting
outrage.

We breed little humans to become
tribal and join a tribe that will best
elevate them – whether this be a sporting code, or a fundamentalism of some
description.
This is the reason many join Free
masonry – to get back to that reflective
self with which they have lost touch.
Because in a lodge you are able to
talk freely.
You are accepted for who you are.
This is our strength because with our
diversity and with our being ‘strange’ we
are able to hold people together and to
be liked.
Masons are faithful.
Our ritual has not changed but
remains the same as our principles of
brotherly love, relief and truth.
This is why outsiders think we are
‘strange’ – particularly those who have
changed the name and DNA of their
organisations.
We are universal and don’t like racism
inside our ranks where we are all equal.
We are faithful to our principles
because if we don’t believe it, it’s difficult for any blogger or journalist to
believe it.
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HAKMA Appeal

Collecting, conveying
and cooperating
In a prompt and enthusiastic response to the Grand Master’s Appeal, Hornsby Ku-Ring-Gai
Masonic Association (HAKMA) and District 23 opened the Turramurra Masonic Centre one
Saturday in January for donations of clothing and non-perishable food. Only one day was
needed to swamp the available storage area!

A

fter Machiavellian negotiations DGIW D23 VWBro Brian
Samson hired a truck.

As a starting point, many
members of the local community as
well as D23 brethren, helped him load
the truck on Sunday 12 January.
The clothing and toys were delivered
late on the Sunday as planned and the
DGIW recuperated from exhaustion in
Batemans Bay.

When he arrived at McKay Park,
Batemans Bay, Brian was told by the
Army that they had ceased collecting and
organising clothing, and they were unable
to direct him to any other local collection
point. He then rang Bro Bryan Hardy in
Moruya and asked for assistance. Bryan
told him to travel to Moruya, where he
opened the Masonic Centre and within 30
minutes had six brethren and members of

Left: All hands on deck to help sort the huge amount of donations (right) collected.

the public on hand ready to help him
unload.
This scenario is doubtless repeated in
many Masonic Districts in NSW but the
point of this article is to show how the

community worked with Freemasons to
collect and distribute the donated goods.
It also shows the depth and strength of
masonic brotherhood, humbly supporting its local community.

Trustees Scholarship

Trustees scholarship awarded

T

he Grand Lodge Trustees
Scholarship for 2019, valued at
$1,000 was awarded to a very
deserving Year 11 student of the
Mulwaree High School in Goulburn, Charlirose Ellis.
The application was submitted by the
Goulburn District Daylight Lodge. In addition to the Scholarship, the Daylight

38

March 2020

Lodge gave an encouragement award of
$150 to a another deserving Year 12
student, Cleopatra Rodden.

presentations and was invited to address
the assembly. This was another most
successful and stimulating event.

The presentations were made at the
annual presentation evening on Tuesday
10 December in the presence the Mayor of
Goulburn Mulwaree and several dignitaries
as well as an audience of several hundred.
RW Bro Ken Bellingham PDGM made the

During recent years this school has
been very cooperative in seeking out
suitable scholarship applicants for interview by members of the lodge.
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Lodge Ku-Ring-Gai No 1033

Help for
Fragile X
Lodge Ku-Ring-Gai presented a cheque
for $6,000 to the Fragile X Association
of Australia.

Robert (orange shirt) receives his new camera courtesy of the CCFA and the local community.

This was a collaboration between the
Galston Garden Club, Lodge Ku-Ring-Gai
and Masonicare. Graham Piper spoke on
behalf of all involved and expressed continued support for the Association. Wendy
Bruce then gave a short thank you speech
on behalf of Fragile X.

Coffs Coast Freemasons Association

A camera for Robert
Robert Watkin is out and about taking
photos with his new camera thanks to
the Coffs Coast Freemasons Association.
The new camera was presented to him
by CCFA Chairman RW Bro Phil Robertson
at a recent Woolgoolga Fluro Friday (who
support mental health and suicide prevention). After Robert injured himself some
time ago his whole life changed and he
was faced with mental and physical challenges that led to isolation and depression.
Through his camera he became a local
unofficial photographic historian, photographing and meeting people from different community groups. Robert will tell you
that his camera is his life saver. When his
trusty camera started to fail some friends
decided it was time to take action.

www.masons.org.au

Carolyn Boyden, CCFA PR Officer,
organised a GoFundMe appeal to buy
Robert a new camera and members of
the CCFA agreed to donate $1,000 to give
it a kick start. ‘It was very exciting and as
the fund grew the possibilities of getting
better equipment became a reality. The
day after the new camera arrived, Robert
called to tell me his old camera had finally
broken down completely. It was as if the
universe had given it permission to die
because the new one had now come!’ said
Carolyn. She thanked everyone who had
contributed and commented that the
masonic principle of Charity was regularly
demonstrated by the CCFA who fund a
variety of requests for assistance in the
Coffs Coast area.

Presenting the cheque for $6,000.
L–R: Sue Montgomery (President
Galston Garden Club); Wendy
Bruce (Executive Officer, Fragile X
Association of Australia); RW Bro
Graham Piper (Event Organiser) ;
W Bro Columbus During, the WM
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Double Bay Masonic Centre

Double
Bay centre
hits 100
The Double Bay Masonic Centre has
achieved a century of service to Free
masonry after reaching 100 years of
existence.
Bro William Taylor purchased the land
and he also financed the construction of
the Centre with the Deed in his name.
The consecration and dedication of
the Centre was performed by the Grand
Master, MW Bro William Thompson, on
18 March 1920.
Lodge Milton No 63

Milton helping
fire victims
Sorting of the necessities collected by Lodge Milton in preparation for sending out.

Lodge Milton thanks all masons who
donated goods for those affected by
the fires on the south coast, including
the brethren and ladies who sorted
through the items at the Nowra Masonic
Centre following the Grand Master’s
appeal for help.
Many of these goods were purchased
by young masons in Sydney and shipped
to Nowra for distribution to the affected
areas. RW Bro Glen Green drove the removalist truck with the goods from Nowra to
Milton, two return trips in the one day, and
many members of the Mollymook Surf
Lifesaving Club came on short notice to
unload the first truck which arrived at 11am
on Monday 6 January.
The second truck load was expected
at the Milton Masonic Centre at approximately 5pm and several lodge members
turned up to unload this truck, again on
very short notice.

40

March 2020

On Tuesday, brethren of Lodge Milton
with the assistance of their wives sorted
through the goods and on Wednesday
morning, the word spread that items were
available and they started to be collected
for some of the fire ravaged regions to the
north of Milton. Thanks to Monica Mudge
from Treading Lightly Inc. and several of
her helpers who arrived early and commenced distributing goods to those in
need. After a call from the Shoalhaven
Council centralised collection manager,
volunteers started to arrive to transfer the
goods to Milton Showground where hundreds of fire victims were provided with
the essentials they needed. The work of
the volunteers, many quite young, was
amazing.
The brethren of Lodge Milton are proud
to have been of assistance to the victims
of the recent fires.

Lodge Double Bay No 331 trustees were
responsible to furnish the loan made
available for the construction by Bro Taylor
and upon his passing, provision was made
within his will to pay his widow an amount
of 65 pounds per annum until her death.
After that time, the mortgage was written
off and the Deed transferred to the
Trustees of Lodge Double Bay with the
meeting night to be the third Monday of
the month.
In 1995 because of declining members,
the lodge Board of Management decided
a supper room would be built next to the
meeting room and these extensions were
completed in 1998.
Over the last 15 years, the Double Bay
Masonic Centre has made numerous
donations to various local charities. During
2019, they donated in conjunction with
Masonicare 15 wheelchairs to the Prince
of Wales public hospital at Randwick, two
wheelchairs to a private hospital, $5,000
to A Start in Life and $2,500 to the Mhel
Grace Foundation.

Got a story?
Did your lodge do something worth
sharing? Email us the details and
photos at the following address:
freemason@masons.org.au
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Lodge Wagga Wagga No 22

GM appeal A cherry occasion!
taking off!
Lodge Federal United No 193

It was a great night at Lodge Wagga
Wagga in early January when W Bro Owen
Sandry raised his son Kristofor to the
rank of Master Mason.
The WM of Lodge Bland, W Bro Ron
Cooper, and his Secretary, RW Bro John
Scascighini, were visiting and presented the
Grand Master, MW Bro Derek Robson AM,
with a cheque from the West Wyalong
Lodge to help kick off his Disaster Relief
Appeal. Lodge Bland has further committed
to donating the proceeds of this year’s
West Wyalong Masonic Debutante Ball in
May to this fund. Lodge brethren are also
donating directly into the fund. The need
is great – so let’s all support the GM!

L–R: RW Bro John Scascighini, MW Bro
Derek Robson and W Bro Ron Cooper.

Lodge Federal United joined the Cherry Festival parade at Young where their float was a
great promotion for Freemasonry.

Lodge Helensburgh No 566

Jewel for
Michael
Lodge Helensburgh, in October was
pleased to present VW Bro Michael Dezius
with his 50 Years Certificate and jewel.

VW Bro Michael Dezius was presented with his 50 Years Service Certificate and jewel.
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VW Bro Dezius was initiated in Lodge
Randwick on 16 July, 1969 and is also a
member of Lodge Como whose members
attended on the night.
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Hornsby and Ku-Ring-Gai
Masonic Association

Assisting
a Men’s
Shed
Local masons (Hornsby and Ku-Ring-Gai
Masonic Association) present a $6,000
cheque to Hornsby-Berowra Men’s Shed.
Dexter Taylor mentioned that the
money had been raised by masons collecting newspapers for recycling. David
Gillan, in thanks, said that the money
would be used to fit out their new workshop which had been financed by a grant
from the NSW Government.
‘An example of local money being
collected and donated to a local charity.’

Dexter Taylor of HAKMA hands the cheque to David Gillan – founder and president of
Hornsby-Berowra Men’s Shed.

Coffs Coast Freemasons Association

Blue Mountains Unity No 118

Masons
support
art

Mountain
men are
family
men!

Freemasons from the Coffs Coast area
have extended their support to the local
community by presenting a new defibrillator to the Woolgoolga Art Gallery (WAG).
The presentation was made by the
President of the Coffs Coast Freemasons
Association, RW Bro Phil Robertson to the
Woolgoolga Art Group President, Carolyn
Boyden.
‘Small organisations like the
Woolgoolga Art Group would have difficulty meeting the expense of purchasing
a defibrillator. The CCFA’s objective is to
assist the Coffs Coast community to
function better but hopes the defibrillator
is never required,’ said RW Bro Robertson.
Carolyn Boyden pointed out the cost
of a defibrillator and case is over $2,000
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Presenting the defibrillator

which is a substantial amount for them to
fund and would not have been achieved
so quickly had the CCFA not stepped in.
‘The CCFA has a generous history with
WAG and has financially supported various
projects in the gallery such as renovations
to our building including installing a proper
accessible fire door and wheelchair ramp.
We really appreciate the contribution the
masons have made to our Group.’

Freemasonry is full of family connections
and in mid-January at the Lawson
Masonic Centre Lodge Blue Mountains
Unity demonstrated FAMILY in full! After
a successful ballot Mr Timothy Woods,
(37 years), who had been nominated by
VW Bro Bob Debenham of BMU (his
grandfather) and seconded by W Bro
Harold Hansen of Lodge Wahroonga (his
great-grandfather) was initiated into
Freemasonry.
The WM, W Bro Thrift invited VW Bro
Debenham to occupy the Chair of King
Solomon to conduct the ceremony. We
are indeed of one family!
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Goulburn District Daylight Lodge No 1024

Wheelies
helping
sick kids
Lodge Enterprise No 400

Lodge Enterprise
Christmas Party
The dining room was filled to capacity at
the Christmas Party of Lodge Enterprise
in December. It has been a long time
since this lodge has hosted an event
so large with 70 members, ladies and
non-masons present to enjoy the festive
occasion.
RW Bro Dick Bell and RW Bro Bruce Bell
were presented with their Seventy Year
Membership certificates by the WM of
Lodge Enterprise, W Bro Phil Holden. Both
brothers were initiated in Lodge Ferndale
on 7 December, 1949. Not many 70 Year
membership certificates are presented
and to have two brothers from the one
family receive them on the same night
was very special.

Brothers Dick and Bruce Bell were presented
with their 70 Year Service Certificates at the
Lodge Enterprise Christmas party.

After an excellent Christmas meal and
a visit from Santa Claus with gifts for the
children, two cheques totalling $2,200
were presented. The first was by the WM
of Lodge Enterprise to Jenny’s Place
which is a domestic violence refuge where
the money will be used to provide school
uniforms to needy children. The second
was from the Masonic Motorcycle
Association of Australia, presented by Bro
Gary Duff.

Lodge Enterprise No 400

Breakfast
together
The first Breakfast Get Together for the
year was held at the Hippo Espresso Café
at Warner’s Bay on the shores of Lake
Macquarie.
A great morning had by all attendees!

RW Bro Roy Bloomfield more than
achieved his objective when he completed the Great Cycle Challenge late last
year to set a goal of riding 500km and
raising $1,000 through sponsorship to
assist kids with cancer.
‘This year was a great success for me.
I rode 655km and raised $4,320 from
sponsors which was far in excess of my
expectations,’ he said.
‘Local lodges which helped included
Goulburn Lodge of Australia, William Ross
and Goulburn District Daylight Lodge,
Duke of Edinburgh Royal Arch Chapter,
Red Cross of Constantine, Goulburn
Sovereign Chapter, Southern Sovereign
Council, Canberra Sovereign Chapter and
ACT Sovereign Council who all sponsored
the appeal.
‘In addition a lady of over 82 years
decided that she would put on a dinner
for 25 people to further help the cause.
She would not deduct her expenses and
the dinner raised over $700. “From the
sponsorship received I was the 25th best
fundraiser in the state. This was my 7th
year of riding for this cause and overall it
has raised $14,537 for the Children’s
Medical Research Institute which is trying
to eliminate children getting cancer.
‘This is a cause close to my heart as
my grandson, Max, suffered leukaemia
when he was three years old. He is now in
remission but still has a lot of problems.
However he did manage to ride 61km and
raise $500 for this cause.
‘This is really a great achievement as
he needs a wheelchair from time to time
but in cycling he has found something
that he can do with his siblings.’
Overall the ride this year raised
$4,339,640 with 13,185 riders from all
parts of Australia taking part. Collectively
these cyclists rode 2,850,333 km during
October.
‘A job well done by all,’ said Roy.
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Initiates

United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

Welcome to our new members
Abdallah, Caesar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Horace
Thompson Ryde 134
Achazo, Leonardo. . . . . . . . Lodge Honour 1054
Ananoria, Jihan. . . . . . . . Lodge Jose Rizal 1045

El Katib, Haroun. . . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585
Godwin, Steve. . . . . . . Lodge Wagga Wagga 22
Han, Luke. . . . . . Lodge Dunblane Australis 966

Mountain, Alex. . . . . . . . . . . . . The Central Coast
Lodge 2001
Owiredu, William. . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Alpha 970

Helou, Abdul. . . . . . .  The Leichhardt Lodge 133

Oxley, Ryan. . . . . . . . . Blue Mountains Unity 118

Asuncion, Mark . . . .  Lodge Middle Harbour 85

Ilmenstein, Philip . . . . . . . . . . .  Lodge Dunblane
Australis 966

Pesquera, Jay. . . . . . Lodge Leeton – Yanco 313

Arpafo, Manny. . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Epping 390

Payne, Warwick. . . . . .  The Queen’s Lodge 229

Avachat, Sanjeev. . . . . . . . . Lodge Tomalpin 253

Issac, Roy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Honour 1054

Bachner, Carl . . . . . . The Lodge Federation 196

Jourieh, Nakhle. . . . . . . The Cedars Lodge 1041

Plewright, Christopher . . . . . .  Lodge Benjamin
Pryor 709

Barker, Aaron. . . . . . . . . . .  Lodge Macquarie 53

Jreij, Elias. . . . . . The Sir Walter Scott Lodge 123

Quipot, Kris. . . . . . . . Lodge Leeton – Yanco 313

Behlam, Aman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Alpha 970

Kamal, Hanif. . . . . . . . . . . . . Bankstown Daylight
Lodge 996

Beverley, Joseph. . . . . .  Lodge Wahroonga 674
Blair, Scott. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Livingstone 71
Bradbury, Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Antiquity 1
Bramann, Geoffrey. . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Ionic 65
Bruce, Rob. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Warringah 83

Karazeris, Anthony. . . . . . . . . . . . . The Maroubra
Lodge 725

Ramz, Noahe. . . . . . . . . . Lodge Merrylands 479
Rosas-Oliveira, Andre. . . . . . . Lodge Miguel De
Cervantes 1038

Khalil, Rafik. . . . . . . .  Lodge Middle Harbour 85

Santos, Mark. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Australian Lodge
of Fidelity 101

Kho, James. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Antiquity 1

Shah, Arsh. . . . . . . . . The Leichhardt Lodge 133

Chang, Conrad. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Frenchs
Forest United 249

Lujan, Marcel . . . . . . . . . . .  The Hills Lodge 1025

Signorelli, Ivan. . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Phoenix 1034

Macaranas, Gianne. . . . . . . . Lodge Epping 390

Sika, Vili. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lodge Panania 845

Cole, Eden. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Saratoga 937

Mackenzie, Matt. . . . . Lodge Ku-Ring-Gai 1033

Tudor, Mark. . . . . . . . . . . . .  The Hills Lodge 1025

Cusack, Craig. . . . . . . . Lodge Ballina United 112

Mangion, Wayne. . . . . . . .  The Hills Lodge 1025

Danhoffer, Jason. . . . . . . Lodge Kellerman 1027

Masaud, Talha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Gowrie of
Canberra 715

Twyford, David. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Bega
Remembrance 220
Weeks, John. . . . . . Lodge Canoblas Lewis 806

Darmody, Joe. . . . . . Lodge Commonwealth Of
Australia 633

Menzies, Luke. . . . . . . . . . . . . Hunter United 246

White, Brad. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Courallie 235

Dhaibi, Moey. . . . . . . . . . The Cedars Lodge 1041

Mizzi, Julian. . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kellerman 1027

Williams, Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . Coeur De Lion –
Narooma 84

Dia, Hussien . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585
Diego, Joel. . . .  Australian Lodge of Fidelity 101

Moisevich, Isaac. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Lodge of
Tranquillity 42

Woods, Tim. . . . . . . . . Blue Mountains Unity 118

Dodd, Ryan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Farrer 93

Mona, Sam. . . . The Sir Walter Scott Lodge 123

Xu, Kevin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585

Regional

extra!

Bankstown Daylight Lodge No 996

Lend an ear
Bankstown Daylight Lodge, with their
proceeds from a recent Trivia evening
and additional support from Masonicare,
were able to present The Shepherd
Centre with a donation of $3,023. This
donation will be used in the development
of a new centre in the Macarthur Region
for children with hearing difficulties.
The Shepherd Centre, a not-for-profit
charitable organisation, has provided early
intervention programs and services to
children who are deaf and hearing-impaired, for almost 50 years. The centre was
founded in 1970 by Dr Bruce Shepherd AM
and his late wife Annette, after the couple
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L–R: Bro J McDonnell, Nicola Norris Shepherd Centre, RW Bro B Willis, W Bro T Morrison

could not find a suitable program in
Australia to teach their hearing-impaired
children how to listen and speak.
‘The continued support of community
organisations like the Freemasons ensures

that the current activities, now conducted
at Minto, will soon move to a new Centre
for the Macarthur Region’ said Nicola
Norris, Fundraising and Marketing Director.
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truthStep...
adversity
One regular

Brotherly love and

Rebirth from

...a mason on

– GM’s Christmas Message

the moon

– The GM’s Appeal

Thank You
to all our sponsors who have helped
made this edition possible:
Acorn Stairlifts
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ACT Deafness Resource Centre

35
8

Bathurst District Freemasons

19

Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes of NSW
George H Lilley Regalia

17

Hornsby and Ku-Ring-Gai
Masonic Association

26
5&8

International Order of the
Rainbow for Girls NSW & SA
Lodge Mayfield Daylight No 493

8

Lodge St George and St Andrew No 7

7
11

Mason Strata Management

23

NSW Masonic Club

9

Rembrandt
Royal Freemasons’ Benevolent
Institution of NSW

47

Terry McCallum Photography

27

Across

Down

The Knights Templar Preceptory
of St John No 19

15

2 Former partner duos are errant (6)

1

4 Add 3rd January for the eighth sign for an
arachnid (8)

2 Bovine insolence for a woodland primula (5)

33 & 47

The Law Offices of Dr. Dion Accoto

28–29

Truck Tech

8 The vendor we hear has storage space below
ground (6)
9 Detains perhaps in lieu (7)
13 Comprehensive elucidation of 1 across’
place (10)

If you wish to become a sponsor:
Phone: 1800 806 930 or email
freemason@apmgraphics.com.au

14 Go a tad backwards for the facts and
figures (4)
16 Undertones could end union involvement (8)

DECEMBER SOLUTION

18 Throw a spanner in hybrid gearbox (6)
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23 Not odd to miss half of the evenings out (4)
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24 St Vitas dance in China? No way for flagwaver (10)
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20 US male heads up for two (6)
21 Inherent tendency isn’t in capitalist
extremes (8)
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27 Rough or perfect they’re to moralise upon (7)

C

28 Dance for woman in short open top (6)

T

Harry, I select cases (12)

3 Crazy unread news unresolved (10)
5 Artillery piece goes off in the billiard room? (6)
6 Struth she’s lost her way (4)
7 & 27 down – Unfortunately a lodge has too
many such members (3, 3)
10 Dispense with a band on grounds of cost (7)
11 Dusty place where duty’s done? (5)
12 Weeping and wailings (12)
15 Unprovoked actions in August riot (10)
17 Anaesthetists? (7)
19 Australia covers New Guinea for cattle from
Aberdeen (5)
22 Islamic canonical law in some rash Arianism (6)
25 Most suitable if I distribute the cards (5)
26 Charitable donations to Venus – they say she
has none (4)
27 See 7 down

29 Deal step constructed as a support (8)
30 Post Script first for 26 down (6)
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This issue’s clues printed in italics indicate the answer relates to Books of the VSL.
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Service Certificates

United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

Congratulations to our masons

70

YEARS
SERVICE

GRIEVE, Ronald. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lodge Mayfield
Daylight 493

KABLE, Allister. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Millthorpe
LAMBORNE, Owen . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Hunter
United 246

BELL, George. . . . . . . Lodge Enterprise No. 400

HELY, Donald. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lodge Chelmsford
Technology 261

BELL, Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Enterprise

MUMFORD, George. . .  Lodge Emu Plains 860

BROWN, Perry. . . . . . .  The Schools Lodge 639

PHILLIPS, Colin. . . . . Lodge Hunter United 245

MACONACHIE, Keith. . . . Lodge Hunter United
246

CROSSING, Richard. . . . . . . Lodge Barham 561

SCANES, Ronald. . . . Lodge Hunter United 246

MALPAS, Harry. . . . . . . . . . Lodge Warringah 83

HUNT, Eric. . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge William Ross 76

SNOWIE, Edward . . . . . . . .  Lodge Caledonia of
Canberra 938

RICE, John. . . . . . . . . . . .  Lodge William Ross 76

60

YEARS
SERVICE

YEARS
SERVICE

BAKER, Edmund. . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Caledonia
of Canberra 938

BEASLEY, Grahame. . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Hunter
United 246

CARTLEDGE, Barrie. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lodge Lake
Macquarie 243

DEAN, Gary. . . . . . . . . . Lodge Richard Coley 152

DOOKER, John. . . . Lodge Forster Great Lakes
United 994
DOUGLAS, Ronald. . . . . . . . Lodge Toukley 933

Regional
Lodge Antiquity No 1

WALTERS, Charles. . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Hunter
Hiram 246

BAMBLING, William. . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Hunter
United 246

BUNT, Noel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Caledonia
of Canberra 938

DICKS, John. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parramatta City
Daylight Lodge No. 1014

SPENCER, Kevin. . . . . . . . . . Lodge Toukley 933
USHER, Neville . . . . . . .  Lodge William Ross 76

COOK, Geoffrey . . . . . . . Lodge Kensington 270
ELLWAY, Stewart. . . . . . . . Lodge Mayfield 493
FLEMING, Jack . . . . . . Lodge United St Andrew
Singleton 34
HAWKINS, Ronald . . . . . . . . . . Australian Lodge
of Fidelity 101

Masonic Cipher

TAYLOR, Hugh. . . . . The Leichhardt Lodge 133

50

answer

MUNN, Robert. . . . . . . . . . the Jubilee Southern
Highlands Lodge 162

SHEPLEY, John. . . . Lodge Independent Lewis
346

Did you spot the right answer?
The decoded message reads
‘X MARKS THE SPOT!’

JEFFERY, Neil. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Port Macquarie
Daylight Lodge 991

LAYTON, Nicholas. . .  The Schools Lodge 639

extra!

Address
to a
Haggis

Bicentenary Celebrations
On 6 January Lodge Antiquity held a very
special lodge meeting and festive board
celebrating 200 years since foundation.
With pipers, and haggis, members of the
lodge and their guests toasted 200 years
of continual service to Freemasonry in
Australia.
Freemasonry in Australia can be traced
back to the arrival of Europeans in 1788,
but it was not until January 6 1820 that a
petition was granted by the Grand Lodge
of Ireland for the creation of a lodge in
Australia and on 12 August 1820 a consecration ceremony was conducted to
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create what is now known as Lodge
Antiquity No.1.
Worshipful Master of Lodge Antiquity
No. 1, Samir Boutros said: ‘This year will be
a wonderful year for our lodge as we mark
our bicentenary. It is remarkable to look
back over 200 years and see where
Freemasonry in Australia has come from,
but more importantly where it is going.’
The celebrations for Lodge Antiquity
have just began, with a range of activities
being undertaken throughout 2020. The
main events will be in June and August:

Monday 1 June for the Installation
ceremony of the Worshipful Master Elect.
Monday 3 August for the celebration of
its 200th year since Consecration.
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The Law Offices of

Dr. Dion Accoto
WHAT WE DO:
Dr. Accoto advises businesses large and small on how to maximise success.
He also advises on serious and complex court matters.
Dr. Accoto has a degree in law, and a doctorate in business (leadership).
He has advised government, corporates and other lawyers.

* Over 25 Years in the Legal Profession *
A Member of the
Auslex Law Group

Call one of our friendly team on:

SYDNEY:

13th Floor
111 Elizabeth Street
Sydney NSW 2000

web: www.dalaw.com.au | email: dion@dalaw.com.au

Sutherland
Shire:

Level 4
29 Kiora Road
Miranda NSW 2228

(02) 9233 8888
Liability Limited by a Scheme Approved Under Professional Standards Legislation
*Admitted to practice in 1999, working in the profession from 1991

Help us continue our charity in action
RFBI understands the impact the drought is having in our local communities and with the help
of Freemasons everywhere, we have been able to make a real difference to the lives of so many
people affected by this natural disaster.
During our Appeal Quarter we once again ask you for your help to enable us to continue our
charity in action, providing much-needed support and financial assistance to those in need.
To find out more about our Charity in Action,
and the people we have supported, please visit
rfbi.com.au
Thank you for your generosity and continuous
support.
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DONATION APPEAL | DONATION APPEAL | DONATION APPEAL | DONATION

140
To make a donation, please visit rfbi.com.au or use the envelope provided. Donations of $2.00
and over are tax deductible and every dollar we receive goes to helping people in need.

2020 Freemason donation appeal Ad March.indd 1
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